

Reflections at a Contemplative Fire gathering, a movement funded by 
Cutting Edge ministries. See the back page. Photo Frank Blackwell 



‘We will join the fight to 
make poverty history’ 

Synod vows to do all it can to back the campaign to stop millions 
dying needlessly from poverty each year 



THE Oxford Diocese has voted to throw its 
weight behind the MakePovertyHistory cam- 
paign, and act to stamp out poverty. 

This yeai; presents a unique opportunity to 
tackle the major issues of global poverty. The UK 
has a leading role on the international stage this 
year; and the campaign is asking people to put 
pressure on their MPs, and on Tony Blair, to act. 

To this end, the Door has printed a card for 
readers to send to their MPs, urging them to 
back the campaign. 

The three aims of the campaign are: to fight 
for trade justice, for the debts of poorer coun- 
tries to be dropped and for more and better aid. 

Members of the diocesan synod voted unani- 
mously to back the campaign, after passionate 

'This waste of human potential 
can end, and this is the year we 
can bring it to an end 7 

debate. 

Author John Madeley, a licensed lay minister 
from Reading, urged: ‘This waste of human 
potential can end, and this is the year we can bring 
it to an end. Make it your own issue this year’. 

Elizabeth Wabuge, from Oxfam, said the cam- 
paign for her wasn't just about a slogan, or 
wearing a white band, but it was personal. 

‘MakePovertyHistory is about the people I 
love. I come from Kenya, that is where my fam- 
ily, my community, are. People in Kenya who 
have malaria take headache tablets because they 
can't afford the medicines for malaria.’ 

Martin Conway, who chairs the Board of 
Social Responsibility for the diocese said: ‘It is 



now a stark and obvious fact that the future of 
our world, if it is to have a future at all, in face 
of such threats as climate change, rampant dis- 
ease and nuclear warfare, depends alike on lis- 
tening and responding to the cries of those who 
are neglected and devalued, as on drawing on the 
creative talents and imaginations of the entire 
spread of human abilities and cultures.’ 

But there were some concerns about the cam- 
paign. Gavin Oldham, from Wendover, said the 
call for trade justice ‘vilified international organ- 
isations when many of them do a great deal to 
fight poverty’. 

The campaign has brought together an 
unprecedented number of supporting organisa- 
tions, including the Church of England, The 
Mothers Union and many Christian charities. 

What can you do? 

The Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd Stephen 
Cottrell, is hoping to go with a delegation of 
people from the diocese to Edinburgh on 2 July. 

The campaign is planning a mass demonstra- 
tion outside the G8 Summit, attended by Tony 
Blair and fellow world leaders. 

For details of how you can get involved in the 
campaign, email ccowinfo@fish.co.uk. 

You can also wear a white band or bracelet to 
show your support. A fair trade shop in Oxford 
has some unique white MakePovertyHistory 
bracelets, made by a group in South Africa 
which helps people living with HIV/Aids. These 
can be obtained through Art Works for Africa, 
contact 01865 302937. 

For the cut-out postcard to send to your MP 
urging them to back the campaign, turn to page 2. 
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Dear 

As a constituent, I am asking you to support 
the MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY Campaign. 

In today's world, it is wholly unacceptable 
that 30,000 children die unnecessarily each 
day as a result of poverty. In this special 
year, please use the power you have to deliver 
changes in policy on trade justice, debt and 
aid - and help to make poverty history. 

Signed 



House of Commons 



London 

SW1A0AA 



Ask your MP to 
act to Make 
Poverty History! 

PLEASE cut out this postcard 
and either put it in an envelope 
or stick it onto card and send it 
to your MP. By doing so, you 
really could make a difference. 

If you don’t know your MFs 
name, there are several websites 
that will tell you if you enter 
your postcode or address. One 
website that does this is 
www.theyworkforyou.com. 

Alternatively, if you don’t have 
internet access call Natalie 
Abbott on 01865 208225. 




Why I support Make Poverty History 



Elizabeth Wabuge, co-ordinator of Gxfam International's Make 
Trade Fair Campaign came to Oxford from Kenya. 

‘It is hard to ignore poverty when poverty lives at home. I 
support Make Poverty History because it affects the people I 
love. It is about helping people. It isn’t a slogan, it isn’t the 
‘in thing’ it is about helping real people and making a real 
difference to people’s lives.’ 



1111111 



Financial ‘cliff-hanger’ 



THE wait for the end of year 
financial results for the dio- 
cese was a ‘cliff-hanger’ this 
year, said Brian Newey, chair 
of the Oxford Diocesan board 
of finance. 

He told members of synod 
at High Wycombe that expen- 
diture was almost £18 million, 
and a minuscule surplus of 
just £6,000 had been predict- 
ed. However reduction in 
spending had seen that the 
final outcome was a surplus of 
£40,000, or 0.2% for 2004. 

Mr Newey said it was ‘good 
news as far as it went’ but 
tight financial discipline 
would have to be maintained. 

‘Such a small surplus does 
not protect the value of our 
reserves against the effects of 
inflation. Glebe income was 
substantially below budget, 
partly resulting from a 2003 
trend that was not evident 
when the budget was pre- 
pared, and partly because 
invested funds that were 
expected to earn interest had 



to be diverted to support a 
larger stock of houses than 
planned.’ 

Parish share income was 
very good, with Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire achieving 
their highest ever percentages. 

Church House expenditure 
had also been very carefully 
controlled and departments 
had ‘soldiered on’ with 
reduced staff. 

The coming year and 2006 
are set to be very tight finan- 
cially, with the diocese having 
to meet sharp rises in council 
tax on vicarages and rises in 
clergy stipends and pension 
contributions, as well as los- 
ing income from the central 
Church. The diocese would 
look at selling off some hous- 
ing to try and raise income, he 
said. 

But Mr Newey said he was 
confident that with continued 
good parish share payments, 
that the diocese would be able 
to ‘live with a further tight 
year’. 




Th<? Parish Church of AH Saints. Marlow 
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makepovertyhistory] 



The parish church of All Saints, Marlow is backing Make Poverty 
History with displays inside and outside the church. Is your 
church showing its support for the campaign? Write in and tell 
us at door@oxford.anglican.org or by post to The Door, Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0X2 0NB. 



Oxford trade justice event 



TRADE justice is one of the 
aims of the Make Poverty 
History campaign. It will be 
explored at an evening event 
led by the Bishop of Oxford, 
the Rt Revd Richard Harries, 
and featuring speakers 
including Oxford MP 
Andrew Smith, Muhammad 
Imran of Islamic Relief and 



others. 

It is an open event, held at 
St Aldates church, Oxford on 
Monday 11 April at 7pm. 

The event is sponsored by 
the World Development 
group of the Oxford Diocese. 

For more information con- 
tact ccowinfo@fish.co.uk or 
call 01865 378059 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio 
version of The DOOR by contacting Graham 
Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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Bishops and Archdeacons 
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Bishop of Buckingham The Right Revd Alan Wilson, 
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E-mail : bishop.andrew@ebbsfleet.org.uk 



ACE DENTURE CENTRES 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

• We make dentures look like real natural teeth at affordable 
prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be 
supported to return to your natural 

appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 
DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 

For appointments phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 
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21 st century marriage: what the 
Church can offer couples 



As Prince Charles marries Camilla Parker Bowles in a civil ceremony fol- 
lowed by a blessing in St George's Chapel, Windsor, the Revd Andrew 
Goddard examines the reasons for the general decline in church weddings. 



THE decision of the Prince of 
Wales to marry has caused 
much debate, not least because 
of his likely future role as 
Supreme Governor of the 
Church of England. Sadly much 
of this has focussed on the per- 
sonal histories of this one cou- 
ple. It would be much better if 
it was realised that, in this 
instance at least, the Royal 
Family is fairly representative 
of England as a whole. 

We have seen a radical 
change in patterns of entry into 
marriage during the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth. Almost every- 
one is cohabiting with their 
partner when they get married, 
about one-fifth of marriages are 
remarriages for both parties (in 
over 40% of weddings at least 
one partner has been married 
before) and more and more 
people are getting married in 
civil ceremonies. 

In the early 1980s there 
were almost 120,000 wed- 
dings in the Church of 
England and the Church in 
Wales, about one third of all 
weddings. Two decades later 
the figure was under 60,000 
and the ‘market share’ was 
down to a quarter. The latest 
figures for 2002 reportedly 
show a further drop and 
increasing ‘secularisation’ of 
marriage ceremonies. Less 
than a third of all weddings 
are now religious (all Christian 
denominations and faiths) 
whereas in the early 1990s, 
over half were. 

Why is the church losing this 
traditional role in English socie- 
ty? There are a number of rea- 
sons. First, the marriage laws as 
they apply to the church - the 
residency requirements of 
banns, for example - may be a 
problem in some cases. There 
are major legal changes being 
planned to civil registration 
and a group headed by the 



Bishop of Newcastle is exam- 
ining how the church might 
respond creatively to this. 

Secondly, the change in the 
law to allow stately homes and 
hotels to be approved premises 
for civil marriage has had an 
effect. In 1996 when this started 
only one in ten marriages took 
place in such premises, it is now 
a quarter of all weddings. 

Thirdly, the church’s official 
policy on remarriage during 
the lifetime of a former spouse 
was in the past very discourag- 
ing of such marriages. As a 
result, only 10% of Anglican 
weddings involved divorcees 
in the late 1990s whereas 
among Methodists and URC 
the figure was over 60%. The 
recent change in policy might 
have an effect here but it is still 
the case that the circumstances 
in which it would be right to 
marry someone with a surviv- 
ing spouse from a previous 

'Almost everyone is 
cohabiting with their 
partner when they get 
married' 

marriage are ‘exceptional’. 
Only time will tell what this 
means in practice. 

Fourthly, while the CofE has 
always specialised in ‘hatches, 
matches and dispatches’ fewer 
and fewer people have regular 
contact with their parish priest 
or parish church. It is not sur- 
prising if, even when it comes 
to such a momentous and fo* 
many people ‘sacred’ event as 
marriage, they no longer look 
for this within the context of 
Christian worship. 

Fifth and finally, the rise in 
cohabitation prior to mar- 
riage, traditionally seen as ‘liv- 
ing in sin’ by the church, may 
make people less sure about 
approaching their local clergy 



to enquire about a wedding. 

Marriage preparation 

Does all this matter? It does 
for at least two main reasons. 
First, if approached by couples 
the church should (and usually 
does) offer marriage prepara- 
tion. This is not provided for 
civil ceremonies and yet the 
almost universal experience of 
clergy and lay Christians 
involved in such courses is that 
they are greatly welcomed and 
valued by couples. It provides 
the church with an opportunity 
to share the wisdom of 
Scripture and Christian tradi- 
tion with people otherwise cut 
off from these resources. It 
enables them to offer a posi- 
tive Christian vision of mar- 
riage and family life and prac- 
tical tools to help people. 
Second, marriage is in so many 
ways a picture of our relation- 
ship with God. It involves trust, 
forgiveness, reconciliation, 
commitment, faithfulness and 
love. Preparing people for mar- 
riage thus provides a context in 
which the good news of Jesus 
can be shared and its power to 
transform lives made obvious to 
people. 

The statistical picture may be 
discouraging but the church 
should not be ashamed of what 
it has to offer. Instead, through 
involvement at marriage fairs, 
publicity in local papers, pro- 
viding marriage preparation 
and enrichment courses and 
various other means it should 
boldly offer to our nation the 
riches it possesses which 
nobody else can provide. 

References:www.cofe.anglican.org/li 

feevents/weddings/ 

www. cof e.ang I i can . org/i nf o/papers/r 

eviewmarriagelaw.doc 

Andrew Goddard is a tutor at 
Wycliffe Hall, Oxford and chair 
of FLAME, the diocesan group 
for Family Life and Education 



The royal history of St George’s chapel 



bv Natalie Abbott 

THE Chapel of St. George at 
Windsor, where Charles and 
Camilla will attend a service of 
blessing for their marriage on 8 
April, has a rich history. 

Edward III founded the 
College of St. George in 1348 
as a symbol of his devotion and 
generosity to the church, and in 
the same year inaugurated the 
Order of the Garter. The oldest 
and most prestigious chivalric 
institution in England, the cre- 
ation of the Order stemmed 
from Edward’s great fascina- 
tion with the legend of King 
Arthur and political interests 



towards the throne of France. 

Following Edward IE’s death, 
a hugely ambitious redevelop- 
ment was set in motion by 
Edward IV to create a chapel of 
‘cathedral-like proportions’. The 
building is now widely consid- 
ered one of the most beautiful 
examples of late medieval Gothic 
architecture in England. 

St George’s Chapel is a royal 
peculiar, exempt from diocesan 
and provincial authority with 
the dean and the canons respon- 
sible only to the sovereign. 

Members of the Royal Family 
have been baptised and married 
there. Prince William was con- 
firmed there in 1997 and Prince 



Edward and Sophie Rhys-Jones 
married in 1999. 

St. George’s is, however, also 
the spiritual home of a living 
and working community - the 
College of St George. In the 
words of David Connei; Dean 
of Windsor^ it is ‘at the heart of 
a community of people within 
Windsor Castle who want to 
offer worship to God, service to 
society and hospitality to visi- 
tors.’ The Queen is closely 
involved in the life of the 
College and she and other 
members of the Royal Family 
attend Matins. 

To find out more visit 
www.stgeorges-windsor.org 




St George's chapel, Windsor where Prince Charles and Camilla Parker Bowles will have a service of 
prayer and dedication following their civil marriage. For a history of the chapel, which is a 'royal 
peculiar', see below left, photo Frank Blackwell 




Oxford Aunts Care 

, Established 1967 , 



Oxford Aunts Live-in Services 

~ for clients who need help or care at home ~ 

Live-in Housekeeper/Carers 
for several weejcs or Longer-term over several me 

For further details please contact 



ARTisTs in Staged Glass 
David Was ley 

RiA.ATC.DipAD.FDiGP. 

ConsERyAtoR^fi* 

RlstORAtion Specialist 

01494 773712 

^www.^RpffliLLEnnii/niARj-TSfs.co.uic 




Some weeks away, or looking for 
somewhere to write? 

Comfortable en-suite now offered. Attractive single bed-sit with bay 
views TV etc, in exchange modest rent and some help in house and 
garden. Excellent situation in spacious character cottage, quiet pte 
lane, Old Swanage: close to many amenities incl. coast path. Own 
telephone line, garage space, some meals - by arrangement. 

Telephone? 01929 422829 



Visit Greenway Antiques 

90 Corn street Witnev (7X2$ 6BO 



We are re-opening our terrace for the 
spring, where we display garden antiques 
for sale. 

We also offer an interesting and eclectic 
1 7th - 20th century stock to include 
furniture and complimentary objects, gik 
picture frames and rocking horses etc. 
Abo, good quality items purchased. 

Tel: 0199! 705026 Mob: 07831 S*S OH 
E-mail: jean g reenwayfa-iiotroail.cora 
Website: www.gre.en way an tiques. view mg.a i 
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Help them 
to get back on 
their knees 



St Luke's is an independent acute surgical 
hospital providing free consultation and 
treatment for Anglican clergy and their 
families at home and from abroad. 

St. Luke's costs £4,500 per day to run and 
we urgently need your donations to 
continue to provide these services for free. 

St. Luke’s 

HOSPITAL FOR THE CLERGY 

Tel: 020 7388 4954 Fax: 020 7383 4812 
St Luke's Hospital for the Clergy, 

14 Fitzroy Square, London WIT 6AH 
email: stluke@stlukeshospital.org.uk 
www.stlukeshospital.org.uk 
Registered Charity No. 209236 
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People & places 




Church demolished 

ST George’s Church in 
Britwell, Slough has finally 
been demolished after it was 
boarded up four years ago. 
The 1958 building suffered 
from concrete cancer and 
would have been too expen- 
sive to repair. 

Sunday services are being 
held in Positive Steps, on 
London Furlong Drive while 
plans for a new church are 
being finalized. It is hoped 
foundations will be laid by 
November for a possible 
opening by the Queen in 
April 2006. 




The old St George's church, 
Britwell, Slough. 



bv Natalie Abbott 
ON 17 April 40,000 people 
will take to the streets of 
London to run the 26.2 gru- 
elling miles from Blackheath 
to The Mall. Among them, 
and exchanging his cassock 
for cushioned trainers will be 
the Revd Terry Smith, vicar of 
Kennington, Oxford. 

He is running to raise 
money for the Kennington 
cancer fund. As the disease 
had affected many members 



of his church, either directly 
or indirectly, Revd Smith 
decided to hold a church serv- 
ice focussing on cancer and 
cancer research. What he 
heard there moved him so 
much that he decided to run 
the marathon and raise money 
for cancer research. 

Any sponsorship or contri- 
butions would be welcomed. 
Please contact Terry at the St. 
Swithun’s Vicarage on 01865 
735135. 



We urgently need a: 

CHURCH BUILDING 
ADMINISTRATOR 

for St Columba’s Church, 
in the centre of Oxford 

You are: 

Used to working on own initiative; a good 
organiser; able to organise maintenance of 
communal buildings and services. 

We offer: 

Flexible terms and conditions, based 
around a requirement of 12 hours per 
week at a salary of £10 per hour. Jobshare 
also a possibility. 

To apply: 

Send an e-mail giving brief details of your 
interest in the post to: 
susandurber@usa.net or telephone 01865 
554358 for a detailed Job Description. 

Closing date for applications: April 10th. 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by experienced and 
qualified practitioner. Spiritual direction also offered. 



Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 




Partis 



‘ Independent living in Bath for active ladies ’ 

A few refurbished houses are available now 

Details and application form from the Bursar: 
Bob Siderfin, The Violet Wills Wing, Partis 
College, Newbridge Hill, Bath BA1 3QD 
Telephone: 01225 421532 
(Registered Charity No. 200606) 





West Berkshire Family 
Placement Team 



-f 



Could you make a difference 
to a young person's life? 



We are looking for carers who will 
help Martin to prepare for more 
independent living. 

Martin is 16 years old and is used to 
living in a family who share Christian 
values. He is easygoing and enjoys 
company. He has a good appetite 
and a good sense of humour and 
likes playing computer games, 
listening to drum and bass and rap 
music. He regularly attends his local 
church youth group in Oxford. 

Martin, who has a learning disability, 
has a place at college in Oxford to 
start in September 05. 



If you think you may be able to 
help please contact: 

Fiona Crute at West Berkshire 
Family Placement Team on 
01635 503155, who will tell 
you more about Martin and how 
we can support you to care for 
him. This will include a 
generous fostering allowance 
and training. 




www.liquidlibrafy.com 



FIRST DAY COVERS a nd 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

( 01234 ] 325531 



MIMS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS IWIIED 

FICTION, NON FICTION, 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
HISTORIC, 

POETRY, CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPIRITUAL 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM TW1 4EG. U.K. 
E-mail: athenabook@aol.com 



Interfaith friendship walk 



A FRIENDSHIP Walk will take 
place on Sunday 3 April begin- 
ning at 2pm from the Old 
Market Place in Reading. 

This leisurely walk to visit 
different places of worship 
provides an opportunity for 
people of many different back- 
grounds to meet and make 
friends. Although our starting 
points in life will not be the 
same, we can all move in the 
same direction and learn from 
each other. 

The Friendship Walks began 
as a response to 9/11 and the 
invasion of Afghanistan. As 
individuals were targeted for 
their nationality and religious 
beliefs Reading people wished 
to show how peace begins with 
the individual. Whatever hap- 
pened in the wider world we 
chose to celebrate the many 
different cultures and faith 
groups present within our own 
community. 

The experience of walking 
through your home town 
under a banner of friendship 
has always been symbolic. To 
go out openly and look for 



IF you are a relative, friend or 
partner of someone who suf- 
fers from longterm mental ill 
health, we are here to support 
you. The carers support 
project offers: 

• Information about mental 
illness and care in the commu- 
nity; 

• Someone to talk to in confi- 
dence; 



friendship among people you 
do not know, involves taking 
risks. There is no guarantee 
that such strategies will work. 
At times, due to bad weather it 
has not been a comfortable 
experience and yet each year 
several hundred people have 
deliberately chosen to take 
part. This involvement has in 
turn generated a great deal of 
curiosity, interest and good- 
will. 

No one would chance the 
Friendship Walk without a 
conviction about the power of 
love. At the heart of this event 
lies an instinctive knowledge 
that people in all their diversity 
and ways you may not always 
understand are worth it. 

An isolated gesture has now 
become a regular event. The 
Friendship Walk this year will 
visit the Sikh Gurdwara, the 
mosque in Alexandra Rd, 
Christ Church, the Hindu 
Temple and Friends Meeting 
House. Do come along and 
join us. 

Sarah Griffin ; 

Reading interfaith, co. uk 



• contact with other carers 
and groups; 

• Advocacy and support for 
carers at mental health 
reviews and other meetings; 

• Carers educational pro- 
gramme; 

• Short breaks scheme called 
Time out’ 

Do ring us for more infor- 
mation on 01865 340775. 



Board of Education 

The Chairman of the Oxford 
Diocesan Board of Education, the 
Revd. Dr. Jeremy Hurst, has 
retired, and his successor, appoint- 
ed by the Bishop of Oxford, is to 
be the Bishop of Reading, the Rt 
Revd. Stephen Cottrell. 

Jeremy is Rector of the 
Langley Marish Team Ministry 
and has been Chair of the 
Diocesan Board of Education 
since 1996. He is retiring to 
Windsor. 

The appointment of the 
Bishop of Reading as new 
chairman reflects the impor- 
tance of Church Schools in the 
life of the Diocese, and the seri- 
ousness with which the Diocese 
takes their work. Leslie 
Stephen, Diocesan Director of 
Education, paid tribute to Dr. 
Jeremy Hurst's work. He said: 
'Jeremy has played a crucial role 
in developing new initiatives in 
our schools, in providing gover- 
nor support, and in placing a vis- 
ible Christian ethos at the centre 
of their work. The appointment 
of Bishop Stephen as his succes- 
sor carries that work forward, 
and underlines the importance of 
our work with thousands of 
children across the diocese/ 

Opening up the Cathedral 

The Dean and Chapter of Christ 
Church are throwing open the 
doors of the Cathedral to all 
members of the Diocese this year. 
Letters have recently gone out to 
parish clergy with details of how 
to arrange either day of evening 
visits. So, rf you'd like to spend a 
day in Oxford discovering more 
about your cathedral and sharing 
in its worship, send your booking 
forms in now to the visitors offi- 
cer at Christ Church! 



Support for carers 



Stained glass window at Shipton under Wychwood 




THE Reverend Wendy Callan 
has dedicated a new stained 
glass window in the church of St 
Mary the Virgin, Shipton-under- 
Wychwood, at a service attend- 
ed by a large congregation. 
What started as a glint in the eye 
of the PCC back in 1999 had, at 
last, become a bright and shining 
reality. 

The Lord Lieutenant of 
Oxfordshire, Hugo Brunner, and 
Patrick Reyntiens, OBE, design- 
er of the window with his son 



John who installed it, were pres- 
ent accompanied by members of 
their families. Patrick 
Reyntiens's design is based on 
the text ‘Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations’ 
(Matthew 28vl9) and he says of 
it: ‘The window illustrates the 
parable of the good wheat and 
the hazards of sowing where the 
soil is doubtful.’ 

The new window adds to its 
Burne-Jones and other beautiful 
windows. 



Eco-column 

‘Fully booked’ was the sign outside St 
Andrew’s Hatters Lane for the Climate 
Change conference there in February. Many 
were disappointed because they had left it too 
late to book: a unique experience for a ecu- 
menical event on a social responsibility topic? 
But all is not lost for them, nor for the rapid- 
ly growing numbers of Christians who are 
concerned about the near future of God’s 
planet. The General Synod a week before had 
endorsed the message of Claire Foster’s report 



‘Sharing God’s Planet’ [CHP £5.99], a very 
readable guide in plain English. Claire was 
one of the main speakers at High Wycombe. 
Her address, setting out in fresh terms the 
divine imperative to Christians to care for cre- 
ation, is available, as well as Sir John 
Houghton’s graphically illustrated scientific 
analysis of Climate Change, on www.sageox- 
ford.org.uk/climatechange.htm, together with 
a link from which Claire’s book can also be 
downloaded for free. For a single-sheet ‘What 
Next?’ leaflet, please send a SAE to The 
Knowle, Deddington, Banbury OX15 0TB. 

Ever since Abraham, child sacrifice has 
been a No-No, yet today’s generation is, for 
its own comfort and convenience, sacrificing 
its own children and, more particularly, the 
children of the Global South. 

Canon Christopher Hall 
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God in the Life of. . . 



Fun, faith and family 
with Anne Atkins 

Christian author, broadcaster and vicar's wife Anne Atkins has left London for 
Oxford, where her husband Shaun has been appointed as director of Christian 
education at St Andrew's church, Linton Road. She spoke to Rebecca Paveley. 



YOU probably think you know all there is to 
know about Anne Atkins and her views. You 
may have heard her often controversial but 
always thought provoking Thought for the 
Day pieces on Radio 4’s Today programme, or 
read her columns in the Daily Telegraph or the 
Daily Express or are a fan of her books. 
Wherever you turn in the media, it seems Anne 
is there these days, espousing her no-nonsense 
approach to faith and family life. 

But despite the media’s attempts to pigeon- 
hole her as a ‘family values campaigner’ she is 
full of surprises. Her latest book, Child 
Rearing for Fun, is a case in point. You might 
(and I certainly did) have expected Anne the 
vicar’s wife and staunch supporter of the fam- 
ily to be against working mothers. Not a bit 
of it. The book celebrates working mothers 
and places its emphasis on enjoying the time 
you spend with your children, not worrying 
about ‘quality time’ or ‘quantity time’. 

She has always worked, despite having five 
children (the youngest is just 22 months) and her 
decision to do so is rooted firmly in her faith. 

‘Its clear from Genesis 1 and Proverbs 31 that 
both men and women are created to work and 
Paul specifically says women who do not provide 
for their family are worse than unbelievers. I am 
created to work, I always had an urge to work. 

‘I’m not saying full time parents aren’t work- 
ing, of course they are, but for me it was also a 
financial necessity, as it is for all clergy families 
these days.’ 

She was also a strong supporter of women’s 
ordinations, though she believes that synod 
should not have agreed to it when it did. 

‘I was passionately in favour of women’s ordi- 
nation, I wanted to see it very much but I could- 
n’t have voted for it because it flies in the face of 
what Paul says about unity and sensitivity to 
other’s consciences. If two thirds of synod forced 
one third of synod to do what they believed to 
be wrong, then it doesn’t seem consistent with 
Christian teaching. I didn’t personally think it 
was wrong or unbiblical but I don’t believe we 
should have forced this view on others.’ 

I ask if she will feel she has failed if 
any of her children reject their faith. 
'I'd be absolutely devastated, it 
would be more a bereavement than 
a failure', she says. 

Anne studied at Oxford, where she met her 
future husband, Shaun. She went on to train as 
an actress and played alongside other future film 
and TV stars such as Rowan Atkinson and 
Richard Curtis. 

It was when she had her first child she turned 
to writing though, as she says, it took her three 
children to finish the book, which is a study of 
the roles of men and women from a Biblical 
point of view. 

This led in turn to the beginning of her broad- 
casting career. 

‘I first started doing broadcasting through 
publicity for the book I was doing. I had been 
asked some years before to do a Thought for the 
Day, but I thought then it was a bit wishy-washy 
so I wasn’t terribly interested. But then five or six 
years later, David Winter suggested me again. 
We’d met doing something else together. So I 
first went on in 1996 and my first Thought for 
the Day was about legalising prostitution. I had 



asked before what I was allowed to say and 
what I wasn’t, and was I told I could say what I 
liked and I thought, great, I’ll go for it.’ 

But it was when she spoke out on Thought for 
the Day against a service at Southwark 
Cathedral celebrating the Lesbian and Gay 
Christian movement that media interest in Anne 
really took off. 

Journalistic interest was in part provoked by 
the fact that Church House Westminster phoned 
the BBC to complain about her piece, the first 
time it had complained about a Thought for the 
Day item. But from then on, Anne hasn’t been 
out of work as a writer and broadcaster. 

'I have lots of doubts over little 
things, I find it really hard to make up 
my mind over a menu for example' 

She says that she hopes her move to Oxford 
will allow her to do more writing and less TV 
and radio work. But the day I arrive at her home 
for the interview she’s been up since 4.30am to 
do a piece for GMTV and is preparing to follow 
that up with a live appearance on the BBC’s 
Heaven and Earth Show. 

Her broadcasting career is founded on her 
very decided opinions. I ask her whether she ever 
has doubts. 

‘I have lots of doubts over little things, I find 
it really hard to make up my mind over a menu 
for example. But I didn’t have any difficulty 
when Shaun proposed either and that was a big 
thing, obviously!’ 

She was brought up in a very ‘Anglican’ fam- 
ily and says while she never doubted the truth of 
Christianity she did doubt, in her teens and 
twenties, ‘whether I was a Christian’. 

‘The question of who Jesus was and what he 
claimed to be was more obvious, I have never 
doubted that,’ she says. 

Her new Jx>ok on enjoying parenting ends 
with a section on children’s spiritual health. Her 
children’s faith is, of course, tremendously 
important to her. I ask if she will feel she has 
failed as a mother if any of her children reject 
their faith. 

She says: ‘I’d be absolutely devastated, it 
would be more a bereavement than a failure. I 
would think that I would not see them on 
Judgement Day. It would be terrible.’ 

One of her daughters has been ill with obses- 
sive compulsive disorder and this illness has 
challenged her daughter’s faith, she admits. But 
Anne says she had no doubts about how her 
daughter should be treated, and her book is 
written to encourage other parents to ‘go with 
their instincts’, enjoy their children, and, if nec- 
essary, disregard the experts. 

The book is infused with a general distrust of 
experts, in part because of a couple of bad expe- 
riences which are detailed, but also because 
Anne firmly believes that parents know best. 

I ask if she has ever questioned her own par- 
enting skills. ‘With children the bad decisions 
you make aren’t obvious for several years. When 
my daughter was really ill, it was obvious we 
knew what to do.’ 

But Anne is still full of surprises. Many in this 
diocese will remember she spoke passionately 
against the appointment of Jeffrey John as 
Bishop of Reading. But she admits that while at 
university she was ‘quite happy’ with the idea of 
homosexuality, until someone took her through 




the Bible passage by passage. 

She has spoken before about her disenchantment 
with the state of the Church of England, its financial 
problems, its divisions over homosexuality and 
women bishops. 

Would anything make her leave the Church of 
England? The answer is thoroughly Anne. 
‘Certainly not. If bishop or whoever goes off the 




rails it does not mean the rest of us 
Anglicans have to shift our position,’ 
she says firmly. 

Child Rearing for Fun: Trust 
Your Instincts and Enjoy Your 
Children by Anne Atkins is 
published by Zondervan at 
£8.99 




Ancient and Modern , . , 



We don- 1 pretend to spot all the changing 
scenes of life, but our team of investment 
managers keep a constant look out for new 
situations to complement the long-term 
aspirations of church trusts. Meanwhile, 
church trusts can continue to look at the 
attractions of our range of investment, 
property and deposit funds. 

To get the full picture call us today , 



For a cfiurcft's sfiort-term 
and long-term aspirations 



M/ 

COLA 

CCLA INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT LTD 

The CBF Church of England Funds 

(Established In 1958} 

020 7489 6010 

www.cclaxo.uk 



CCLA investment Management: Limited h authorised and regulated by 
the financial Services Authority (FSA) under the Financial Services and 
Markets Act 2000 (FSMA}. The Trustee of The CBF Church of England 
Funds (the Funds} is The Central Board of Finance of the Church of 
Fngiand, a registered chanty. Under the provisions of the FSMA the 
Trustee is not considered to he operating the Funds by way of business 
and therefore is not required to be regulated by the F$A. Participation in 
the Funds is restricted to any charitable trust with objects connected 
with the work of the Church of England. 

Fast performance is no guarantee of future returns. The Funds' share 
value can falf as well as rise. An investor may not get back the amount 
originally invested. The shares are intended only for long term 
investment and are not suitable for money liable to be spent in the near 
future. 



Si Martin in the Bullring 



THE DOOR : APRIL 2005 




Good religion, bad religion? 



‘If conventional 
beliefs make 
you compas- 
sionate, kind 
and respectful 
of the sacred 
rights of others, 
this is good reli- 
gion. If your 
beliefs make 
you intolerant, unkind and 
belligerent, this is bad reli- 
gion, no matter how ortho- 
dox it is.’ This is Karen 
Armstrong’s key conclusion in 
her memoir, The Spiral 
Staircase. Her story is as mov- 
ing as it is compelling and 
complex. She has travelled 
from devout and devoted 
nun, through loss of faith and 
a phase of passionate opposi- 
tion to Christianity, to her 
location now as one of the 
most skilful, empathetic and 
prolific writers on religion of 
our time. I once heard her 
speak to a packed marquee at 
the Hay Festival about her 
book on the Buddha. No one 
who was there would believe 
that we live in a nation indif- 
ferent to religion. 

As I read her book, 
Stephen Green of ‘Christian 
Voice’ was in the news 
again. This time because MP 
John Cryer has requested 
that the Home Secretary 
investigate the organisation 
and its activities. The politi- 
cian described the Christian 
Voice website as ‘full of 
hatred’, so I thought I’d bet- 
ter check it out for myself. 
This was certainly not an 
edifying experience, but I’m 
not sure that ‘hatred’ is quite 
the right word. I’d say the 
site’s key features were mor- 
bid paranoia and enervating 
negativity. Apart from a 
claim to be ‘Standing Up for 
King Jesus’ there isn’t much 



that’s positive 
about the 
apparent 
activities of 
Christian 
Voice. It’s all 
about being 
against this, 
banning that 
and prosecut- 
ing the other: The ‘enemies of 
God’ are all having their say, 
Green reckons, and it’s time to 
hear ‘the Christian Voice’. We 
are living in the ‘dark days’ of 
a ‘Britain in sin’. Green obvi- 
ously yearns for ‘fifty or sixty 
years ago when there was a 
general understanding in our 
land that God is the omnipo- 
tent Creator and Ruler, and 
that He deals with nations just 
as He deals with individuals.’ 
He is clearly driven by nostal- 
gia for an age that never was 
and is working for a future 
that can never be. No wonder 
the website is so miserable. 

Where is the hope? Where 
is the joy? Where is any 
sense that God can be 
glimpsed in the world 
around us, not least in our 
fellow human beings if we 
bring just an ounce of empa- 
thy and compassion to bear 
in our relationships? Letting 
people be and letting people 
be different, is something 
Green appears incapable of. 

From Armstrong’s reli- 
gious uncertainty springs 
something creative, attrac- 
tive, and deeply divine. By 
contrast, Green’s certainty 
and striving for purity bears 
a fruit that is dry and hard 
as a stone. I know which 
voice I’m listening to. 

Alison Webster is Social 
Responsibility Adviser to the 
Diocese of Oxford 




Church must be true to its theology 



Jane Shaw, Dean of Divinity, chaplain and fellow of New College, Oxford 
women bishops when it debates the issue in July 



WHEN the General Synod debates women 
bishops in July, there will be lots of talk 
about thorny matters such as headship, 
church unity and reception, but the real 
issue will be this: is the church - are the peo- 
ple - calling for women to be admitted to 
the episcopate? The answer is a resounding 
yes. There are now about 2500 female 
priests, out of a total of about 10,000, in the 
Church of England -with more women in 
training - and their ministry has been over- 
whelmingly accepted by the vast majority of 
people in the Church, and by the wider pop- 
ulation. The ordained ministry of women 
has been ‘received’ and affirmed, and there 
are now many calls for women to be con- 
sidered on the basis of their gifts and expe- 
rience for the episcopate. It is no longer 
viable that suitable candidates for the most 
senior positions in the church are over- 
looked because of their gender. Gifts not 
gender must be the basis for all appoint- 
ments in our church. 

It is often said that in ordaining women 
the church bowed to secular pressure and 
women bishops would be a step too far. 



This argument ignores the many secularis- 
ing pressures that have prevented the 
churches from hearing God’s call to both 
women and men to participate fully in the 
life and leadership of the Church. Last year, 
Harriet Harris and I edited a volume of 
essays, The Call for Women Bishops. The 
articles came from all over the Anglican 
Communion - Africa, Australia, New 
Zealand, Scotland, England - and were 
written by archbishops, bishops (male and 
female), laypeople from different walks of 
life, and priests. Almost all of them said this: 
that in their part of the world it was not 
scripture or theology or ecclesiology which 
prevented the admission of women to the 
episcopate but cultural forces - patriarchy, 
the fear of something new, and unques- 
tioned acceptance of their society’s roles for 
women. 

It is also argued that wbmen bishops 
threaten church unity, but our contributors 
maintained quite the reverse. Those from 
Eastern Orthodoxy and Roman 
Catholicism said that we should get on with 
what we have started and maintain our 



on why General Synod must vote for 

integrity as Anglicans by admitting women 
to all three orders of the historic three-fold 
order of ministry (the diaconate, the priest- 
hood and the episcopate). Contributors 
from Protestant churches said that church 
unity would be furthered with them if we 
had women bishops; for example, for the 
Methodists, the absence of women in posi- 
tions of oversight was a stumbling block in 
their recent talks with the Church of 
England. 

Women and men are made in the image 

'Gifts, not gender, must be the 
basis for all appointments in 
our church' 

and likeness of God. If that is true - and the 
Bible does teach it! - it is vital that women 
and men see themselves reflected in all areas 
of our church’s life. That theology must be 
made incarnate. It is time for the Church of 
England to admit women to the episcopate 
and be true to its own theology. 



*1 When Jesus Wept 



Media iLm 

WHEN Mel Gibson’s The Passion of Christ 
first appeared it produced many different 
reactions from people. Some were pro- 
foundly affected and found their way back 
to Jesus. Others did not really understand 
the significance of the brutality and some 
others , such as my wife, could not bear to 
watch it at all. 

I was deeply touched when I saw it the 
first time. The unimaginable pain and tor- 
ture of God’s Son has now become imagi- 
nable. But imagine this. While our Lord 
was in the Garden of Gethsemane and 
seeking strength for the ordeal, He could 
have seen the real thing (the uncut version) 
through a vision or revelation beforehand. 
This would have produced the near death 
sweating of blood and weeping uncontrol- 
lably until comfort from a heavenly mes- 
senger appeared. The tears in the Garden 
were personal in the full knowledge of 
what lay ahead. 



Scripture gives us details of three times 
when Jesus Wept. All within 7 days of His 
death. There was the time when Jesus met 
Mary and Martha after they had buried 
their brother Lazarus. John 11:35 ‘Jesus 
Wept’. Here we see tears of sympathy. Even 
though Jesus knew what He was going to 
do and that in a few minutes Lazarus 
would be alive again - He wept and shared 
in Mary and Martha’s sorrow. 

Does Jesus weep now? I believe He does. 
I remember that when my wife and I were 
married for about a year I took her to the 
doctor for an examination as she was expe- 

'I arrived home and fell on my 
knees and began to weep and 
thought I heard someone crying 
with me' 

riencing pain. We discovered that she was 
pregnant and also discovered that she was 
miscarrying at the same time. She remained 
in the hospital overnight and I had to walk 
home alone. It was the first time we had 



sspent apart since we were married. I 
arrived home and fell on my knees and 
began to weep and thought I heard some- 
one crying with me. I felt a sense of com- 
fort as I believed that Jesus knew what I 
was going through and shared my sorrow. 
(Hebrews 4:15) 

The third time we see the tears of Christ 
is in Luke 19:41 ‘And when he was come 
near, he beheld the city, and wept over it.’ 

These were bitter tears of disappoint- 
ment and distress. He wept because of false 
religion, lost souls and impending judg- 
ment. A sense of ‘what could have been’ if 
His people had only listened to His words. 

These three incidents should cause us to 
feel sorrow with Him at Gethsemane, 
comfort through Him at Bethany and 
regret if we should ever cause Him to weep 
over us as He did over the city of 
Jerusalem. 

Revd Dennis Niziol is senior pastor at the 
Elim 'Lighthouse' Church in Bicester. The 
Passion Recut (a 15 certificate) opened in 
cinemas around the country on Good Friday. 




PUBLISH YOUR BOOK WITH B00KPRINT! 

Bookprint Creative Services, founded in January 1993, is an independent Christian 
company built on almost 30 years' experience in designing and producing books for 
publishers. We have looked after the design and production of many hundreds of titles for 
Christian publishers and authors - well over two million books in all and including a 
number of bestsellers. 

For authors who are ready to finance the production of their book we offer a complete 
one-stop service from receipt of manuscript to delivery of finished books - and more. As 
well as complete design and production we can offer editorial assistance if required and a 
sales, marketing and distribution service into Christian bookshops and potentially beyond. 

This is the ideal route for an author to self-publish his or her book, allowing them to 
achieve a quality and standard normally only attained by leading publishers. Through our 
associate company Thankful Books we also offer self-financing authors the opportunity to 
have their book considered for co-publication under this new and growing Christian 
publishing imprint, giving further increased sales potential. 

Whether you have written a book of poems, teaching, autobiography or the history of 
your church or parish - you name it - provided it exceeds a minimum of about 16,000 
words we can turn it into a professional paperback or hardback, printed black inside (with 
colour pictures added if required) and full colour cover. Print runs start at 500 copies. 

Your book could be the achievement of a lifetime: Bookprint can help you make it a 
reality, attaining a standard to maximise its potential and help it stand alongside the best. 

For further details send for a free information pack and estimate request form, without 
obligation, to Bookprint, 2a The Avenue, Eastbourne, E. Sussex BN21 3YA, or email: 
BCS@bookprint.co.uk or telephone: 01323-411315 or visit: www.bookprint.co.uk 



HOWARD CHADWICK 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

A caring family owned Independent 

Funeral Directors. Offering 24 hour prompt personal 

attention. Private Dedicated Chapel of Rest. 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans Quality Memorial Designs 
Clockhouse Cottage, Benson Lane, , 
Crowmarsh, Wallingford, 

Oxon 0X10 8ED. 

^ Tel: 01491 825222 




“The more we receive in silent prayer, the 
more we have to give in our active life” 

Mother Teresa of Calcutta. 

Quiet Day 

Thursday 2 1 st April 2005 
St Michaels Convent, Richmond, London. 

Retreat 

Monday 1 0th - Thursday 1 3th October 2005 
St Michaels House, Ditchingham. 

Organised by Guild of St Barnabas 
Anglican Guild of Nurses and Health Care Professionals. 

Contact Mrs. Sally Wainman, 22 Hatfield Road, Ipswich, 
Suffolk IP3 9AF. 

Telephone: 01473 414853 
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Uniting Christian belief and care for environment 

Professor Ian James, the environmental adviser for the diocese, looks at the success of the climate change conference - 
and looks forward to even closer involvement by the Church in tackling climate change 



MORE than 200 people, some 
Anglicans, some from other 
denominations, gathered at St 
Andrews Church, High 
Wycombe to hear about 
‘Climate change: how Christians 
respond’. The conference had been 
nearly a year in the planning, but 
much longer in its gestation. So 
many wanted to come, in fact, that 
we had to tell people not to turn up 
unless they had pre-booked tickets. 

As it was, the church was 
packed for addresses by eminent 
speakers - Sir John Houghton of 
the International Panel on 
Climate Change, and Claire 
Foster who only the week before 
had presented the report ‘Sharing 
God's planet’ to the General 



Synod of the Church of England. 
Then there were a series of work- 
shops on our practical responses 
to the science and theology that 
we had heard. There were a num- 
ber of exhibitors, a bookshop, and 

v We look forward to a 
time when a congrega- 
tion's concern for the 
environment will be as 
natural as its care for 
the sick and the poor 7 



a generous lunch break to allow 
people to talk and exchange ideas 
and views. 

It has taken a long time for the 



environment, and our human 
capacity to damage it, to find its 
way onto the Christian agenda. 
But now it has. Church leaders 
make pronouncements about it 
and General Synods vote on it. 
But more importantly, as the 
High Wycombe conference 
demonstrated, ordinary 
Christians care passionately 
about such issues. They see a 
world in big trouble, creation 
groaning under the burden 
humans place on it, and they fear 
for the futures that their children 
and grandchildren face. 

I've been to other such gather- 
ings before. What struck me at 
this one was that it was not domi- 
nated by the bearded, sandalled 



fringe of the church (though we 
did our best to make our impres- 
sion!) But we saw ordinary 
church people in such large num- 
bers. And they were not just there 
for a day out They were deeply 
engaged, committed to the work- 
shops, and determined to find 
practical responses to the environ- 
mental problems we face. Over 
140 people filled in and left a 
‘pledge card’ during our final act 
of worship, expressing a commit- 
ment to put into practice what 
had been learned in their church- 
es and in their homes. Many were 
interested to join local groups or 
networks in their comer of the 
diocese. 

What next? The conference 



News 




Conference speakers; left to right, David Shreeve (Conservation 
Foundation, sponsors), Sir John Houghton, Claire Foster, Bishop 
Richard, and Ian James, environment adviser for the diocese 



was tremendously encouraging 
to those of us who have been 
involved for so long in bringing 
our Christian belief and our con- 
cern for the natural world togeth- 
er We look forward to all those 
people enthusing their own 
churches, to local groups being 
set up to help and support them. 
We look forward to a time when 
a congregation's concern for the 
environment will be as natural as 



its care for the sick and the poor 
We look to the Churches leading 
public debate back to this most 
fundamental of all concerns 
before time runs out for us. 

If you were one of the unlucky 
people *who could not get in, you 
will find the text and slides of 
many of the talks on our website, 
as well as lots of suggestions for 
further action: www.sageox- 
ford.org.uk/climatechange.htm. 



Plans for PACT charity ball hot 
up - book your table now 




The Orangery at Blenheim 
Palace where PACT is to hold 
its Midsummer Ball. Photo 
courtesy of Blenheim Palace 



PLANS are hotting up for the 
Midsummer Ball of local char- 
ity Parents And Children 
Together (PACT), to be held 
at Blenheim Palace on Friday 
17 June. 

Commercial ‘movers and 
shakers’ in the Thames Valley 
are invited to demonstrate 
their heart for some of the 
most vulnerable members of 
the regional community by 
taking advantage of a gener- 
ous corporate hospitality 
package at this major fund- 



raising event. The evening 
promises to be a glittering 
occasion of sumptuous food, 
dancing and entertainment. 
An auction of exciting items 
and services, donated by 
wellwishers from all over the 
UK, tops off the event to be 
held in the glamorous setting 
of The Orangery. 

Meanwhile, individual 
supporters can also enjoy a 
night to remember with tick- 
ets conservatively priced at 
£80 each on tables of ten. 



Enquiries for both the spon- 
sors’ package and personal 
tickets can be made to 0118 
938 7600. 

PACT is a local charity 
active in adoption and foster- 
ing, housing and the commu- 
nity and education. Based in 
Reading, it is perhaps best 
known in the Diocese for the 
Family Centres and projects 
which it runs in, among other 
places, Abingdon, Aylesbury, 
Bracknell, Didcot and 
Maidenhead. 



Berkshire artist’s ‘Stations of the 
Cross’ on display in Blackburn 



BERKSHIRE artist Penny 
Warden is to have her life size 
series of paintings of Jesus dis- 
played in Blackburn Cathedral. 

Penny, the wife of the priest 
in charge of Finchampstead, 
Wokingham is a former 
teacher and head of religious 
studies at schools in the 
Oxford Diocese. 

The paintings are called ‘The 
Journey’ and they portray the 
last journey of Christ to his 
crucifixion, traditionally 
marked by the Stations of the 
Cross. 




Station 15, The Resurrection 



Our Work is 
Caring.. 

With supported housing 
and nursing care 

THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND 
PENSIONS BOARD 

offers security and peace of 
mind to all those retired from 
the stipendiary ministry, 
including Clergy Widows and licensed lay workers. 

Many of our pensioners may need help to pay for their 
care. Your donation or legacy will help us to continue 
this much needed work for those who have cared for 
others in the name of Christ. 

Please help us in any way you can. 

Thank you. 

The Church of England 
Pensions Board (od) 

FREEPOST Lon 898 , London SWiP 3 YS 

Registered Charity No. 236627 




RESIDENT CARETAKER 

Needed to contribute to the life and witness 
of St. Mary’s Church, Maidenhead 
- an active, evangelical, town centre church. 
On-site accommodation. 

Details/CV by Monday 1 1 April to: 

Site & Office Manager 
St. Mary’s Church Office, St. Mary’s Close, 
MAIDENHEAD, Berkshire SL6 1YY. 

Tel: 01628 638866 

jenny . taylor@stmarysmaidenhead . org 



MODERN 

rm 




Opus 10 

£5450.00 

including VAT 



JOHANNUS 

Church Organs 

Quality, digitally sampled 
organs for the Church 
and home. 

Most models have built-in internal 
speakers, and are adaptable for use with 
external speakers for larger installations. 

For more information, free CD and colour 
literature on the entire range of these fine 
instruments, contact: 

John Farndon or Tim Munday on 

0118 958 1320 - MODERN MUSIC 



120-122 Broad Street Mall. Reading RG1 7QA 

Tel: 0118 958 1320 

e-mail: sales@modmusic.demon.co.uk 
www.modern-music.co.uk 



MAYBE IT’S NEWS TO YOU . . . 



. . . the 
Church Times 
is the 

best-selling 
independent 
Christian 
paper in 
the UK 

For a FREE copy, simply clip the coupon, 
phone 01502 71 1 171, or email subs@churchtimes.co.uk 

www.churchtimes.co.uk 

Send to Church Times, Freepost LON 6705, London N I OBR 
Please send me my FREE sample copy of the Church Times 

Name 

Address 

.. Postcode 

Email bsdoor2 
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Port Isaac 

Quality furnished holiday cottages 
in Port Isaac and Port Gaveme. 

45 minutes from the Eden Project 

Sleeps 4-6, Pets Welcome 
Personal Supervision By Owners 

For a colour brochure contact: 

Dennis Knight, Atlantic House, Port Isaac, PL29 3RE 

Tel/Fax: 01208 880934 Tel: 01208 862422 

www.comishholldayhomes.net 



BOURNEMOUTH 

Hengistbury Head 

Come let us spoil you 1 . 

Offers luxury, non-smoking 
accom. Excellent facilities, 
inc. fridge. Near sandy beach. 
All you can eat, scrumptious 
breakfast. Free pick-up from 
station. B&B from £23pppn. 

Tel: 01202 417531 



KIBBLE VALLEY 

- Clitheroe 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Wheelchair friendly 

Tel: 01900 445370 

piiko@higher 3 iiis.co.uk 

www.highergills.co.uk 



PEMBROHSHISE COAST 

National Park 

Luxury Four Star 
self-catering 
accommodation. 

- Also 3 Star Hotel - 

incurt Id: 11239 121343 

Email:lnfo@gelllfa wr.co.uk 



NORTH WALES 

RHOS ON SEA 

ASHMOUNT HOTEL 

A Christian Hotel 100 yds from 
the sea front & 40 mins away 
from Snowdonia, for a brochure 
Phone: 01492 545479 
or visit 

www.ashmounthoteLcom 



n France 



MERGANSER CRUISES 

Come cruising with us 
on our converted 
8-passenger barge MERGANSER 
in 2005. 

A REAL TREAT! Very relaxing, wonderful 
food, and interesting conducted tours. 
Single travellers always welcome and no 
supplements. Special rates available for 
parties of 5 or over. MERGANSER. DEPT CE, 
31 Wellington St. Hertford SG14 3AN. 

Tel: 01992 550616 

Email: ukwh@bargedirect.com 



CORNWALL 

Cawsani Water Frant 

Maisonette in small 
fishing village. Sleeps 2. 

Telephone: 

01752 823104 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265683 



Nortli Yirksbin Coast 

Near Whitby 

Luxury Holiday Cottage, 
sleeps 10, beach and 
village location. 

Tel: 07749 278354 

www.sandsendpavilion.co.uk 



Barbados St James 

West Coast 



Luxury Villa 8 Cottage. 

Situated directly on the 
beach + studio's. All with 
air conditioning, maid 
service, etc. Call Michael 
on: 0208 232 8128 
or go to: 

www.barbadosprivate 
villas.com 

Some Late Availability 




GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA ♦♦♦♦ 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 

Brochure: Brian 8i Liz Pedlow 

Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: info@aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
www.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 

NON SMOKING 



Ruthern Valley 

A Tua£ RcTi caZ 

Self-Catering Lodges/Caravans 
Beautiful rural woodland setting 

No Bar, No Disco, No Bingo 

Tel/Fax: 01208 831 395 

Ruthern Valley Holidays 

Ruthernbridge, Bodnun, Cornwall PL3Q 511). 
www.self-catering-ruthern.eo.uk 
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SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAY 
WATCHET 

Caravans & chalets 
overlooking the sea. 
Half Price For Senior Citizens 

Tel: 01984 631781 

www.helwellbay.co.uk 



Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & 
holidays. Our cottages are 
comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 
See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: irrfo@pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

Tel. 01749 672 857 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air-conditioned, 
privately owned villa. Sleeps 
8 / 10 , own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 

Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01 865 326776 



CHEDDAR AREA 

Bed & Breakfast. Enjoy 
a break. En-suites, 
excellent walks & 
sightseeing. 

Cherry Max Cottage 
i •Tel: 01934 843252 
www.cherrymax.co.uk 






HOLIDAY BUNGALOW 
Near USKEARD 

Sleeps 4 (One double, one 
twin). Well equipped and 
furnished. Very quiet location. 
Close to may attractions 
including Eden Project 
Available March- December 
Further details and rates from: 
E-mail: andy@contactgo-plus.net 
Freephone: 0800 458 3886 
or see our website at: 
www.streamside.biz 




A HOLIDAY MADE FOR YOU!! 

Merton House Hotel - is a special 
hotel catering for the elderly and 
people with disabilities. Situated in 
the historic market town of Ross- 
on-Wye, Herefordshire, Merton 
House has a beautiful location 
overlooking the River Wye and 
across to the Black Mountains of 
Wales. 

Enjoy our amazing Early Season Special Offer holidays 
during the month of: April 

Our special price is £195.00 per person!! 

In a single or twin room for a week half-board, or 
enjoy a short break from £60.00 for two nights. 

Included is a free trip in our specially adapted mini-bus. 
Entertainment four nights of the week in our newly refurbished sun 
lounge and additional sight-seeing trips as requested. 

Don 't delay - book as soon as possible as only a limited 
number of rooms available. 
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DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 
Heated Indoor Pool. 
Games Bam. Peace and quiet 
in secluded 34 acres 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 



IMi (Mtiry Normandy 
Chateau & tottages for hire 

Sleeps 5 to 44. Ideal for groups, 
family holidays & celebrations. 
Wonderful countryside, 30 minutes 
from superb beodies. Also B & B 
from 20 euros per person. 
www.chateoulemontepinguet.co.uk 
or 0033 233419631 



EXMOUTH 

DEVON 

Self-catering bungalow 
on edge of town. 

Sea 1 V 2 miles. 
Sleeps 4/6. 
Enclosed garden. 
Brochure:- 

01395 274738 



LLANDUDNO 

Adjacent to beach/pier. 
B&B £28. Dinner. Bed & 
Breakfast £35 pppn. 
No sin g le su pp lement. 

Tel: 01492 877369 

susan @ nunehamhouse.fsnet.co.uk 



FRANCE 

Lovely old farmhouse, all mod 
cons, in Beny/Touraine, the 
undiscovered heart of rural 
France. Large garden and 
glorious views. Near chateaux, 
lakes. Sleeps up to 6 . 

From £225 pw 
Tel : 01460 62616 or 
email: jovemon@themail.co.uk 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable private villa. 
All dates available 

Spring/Summer Bargains 

Tel: 01454 260619 

www.wolstenhomes.co.uk 



fcwx&w’SS 

! Torbay’s historic fishing port 

Fully equipped Self-Catering 
Apartments. Magnificent 
Marina & Sea Views. HarbC 1 <r, 



Tel: 01803 857361 



KISSIMMEE 

3 bed, 2 baths, luxury villa 
near Disney & Universal 
Studios. Air conditioning, 
awn pool, sleeps 6-8. 
www.basslakesvilla.co.uk 
Tel: 01980 630950 



1 50 year old cottage 

Swanage - Dorset 

2 bedrooms, sleeps 4. 
Newly renovated and 
furnished. • 500m town 
centre • 700m beach and 
Dorset coastal paths. Available 
throughout the year. 

Tel: 0208 3980182 



Sandown 

ETC044 Friendly Family Hotel 
7 Nights Half Board, ferry 
inclusive from £199 
Special short breaks available 

Tel: 01983 402551 



B&B SWANAGE 

DORSET 

Christian family. Self contained 
ground floor en-suite. 500m 
beach, off road parking, ideal 
walking. Warm welcome. 
Tel: 01929 424010 after 6pm 
Email: mperry@btopenwodd.com 



CHURCH GRANGE 
GUEST HOUSE 



Bradley in the Moors, Alton 
Family & En-Suite Rooms 
All Rooms Include T.V., Light 
Refreshments, Tea & Coffee. 
Residents Lounge, Ample Car 
Park, Full English Breakfast 

Tel: 01889 507525 

www.chgrange.co.uk 



Tuscany - for a breath of fresh air 

I 



V lallico Sopra is a small 
mountain village at an 
altitude of about 
800m, set within the 
protected environs of Parco 
Naturale Delle Alpi Apuane 
with it's richly varied terrain 
including forests, mountain 
peaks , springs, streams, rivers 
lakes and terraced cultivated 
slopes with many hill top 
towns characteristic of the 
region. The village is reached 
by a good motor road. Vallico 
Sopra has two beautiful, 





Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 
Tel: 003531 874 0469 
Email: parkway@eircom.net 



Tuscany 

Garfagnana 

Delightfully restored 15C 
house, two bedrooms, in 
small mountain village. 
Superb views from upper 
and lower loggia. Glorious 
walking country. 
Please call 
Diane Goodwin on 

Tel: 01379 677 230 



medieval churches. There is a 
shop - a typical Alimentare - 
where fresh bread is baked 
daily by the friendly owner in 
her wood-fired oven. There is 
a village bar La Barracca and 
during summer months and 
holidays - an open air 
restaurant - II Canapale. 
About 10 minutes drive away 
is Sandra's Pizzeria and 
Ristorante, open every day 
except Thursday, all year 
round. There are excellent 
shops and supermarkets 
about half hours drive away 
in Fomaci di Barga. If you 
want to eat in, but not cook, a 
lady of the village can provide 
delicious, home-cooked dishes 
to order (menu and contact 
details will be at II Loggetto). 
Refreshing, cold mountain 
spring water is freely available 
near the piazza. 

The house is a 15th century 
stone building of typical 
Tuscan style. It is situated on 
the fringe of the village 
commanding an impressive 
southern view across the 
beautiful valley. The main 




MaUorcaapartmentco.uk 

rFuTTTl>~T~o"ITlirsX1 



This spacious sea front apartment is located in scenic Puerto 
Poliensa on the North East coast of Mallorca - the peaceful, relaxing 
side of the island. Featuring stunning roof terrace views (above) 
and sleeping 4-6, this apartment nestles in the heart of the resort 
with easy access to the harbour, lovely cafes and restaurants, 
beautiful beaches and the renowned ’Pine Walk’ promenade. 

W; www.Maiiofcaapartfiwnt.co.uk 
ti infe^matlorcaa pa rtment.co.uk T; 01 x 3 s 



Friendship Tours 

North Korea 



Join our 




SUMMER 





AUTUMN 

2005 tours 



e-mail: friendship.tours@ntlworld.com tel: 07990 643224 




UlL 1 



Fun, 

> * Faith • 

Fellowship 



For a brochure phone 01 629 580550 or 
visit www.cgholidays.co.uk 




TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged For Cross Publication Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £99.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 

Prices held for 1 more month... Hurry!! 

SINGLE TRIP INSURANCE 

2 Weeks Europe - From only £15.95 per person 

(No maximum age limit for single trip travel insurance) 

We have Top Quality Travel Insurance with higher than normal age limits 

STOP Pft£ Si We can now sell annual 
insurance for people up to 80 years of age. 

“Similar or better Travel Insurance than most 
High Street Travel Agents... up to 60% less.” 

Regulated & Licenced by the F.S.A. 

Call For Details 

0116 272 0500 



floor at ground level is 
entered through colourful, 
hand-painted doors via a 
loggia - a conspicuous 
feature of the building - and 
suitable for sitting out or 
dining. Inside is the main 
room living room. This leads 
to the kitchen/diner and 
beyond this is the frescoed 
bathroom with toilet, bath, 
shower, bidet and laundry 
area Stairs lead from the 
kitchen to the upper floor 
with a small corridor and two 
bedrooms, one with double 
bed and wash basin and one 
single bedroom. Outside is an 
open terrace with mosaics, 
below the loggia and a shaded 
sitting area in front of the old 
fomo or bread oven now used 
as the wood store. Along the 
side of the house at a lower 
level is another terrace, once a 
kitchen garden, now rather 
wild but useful for drying 
washing. 

"We enjoyed many walks in 
the hills and a memorable trip 
to Florence. We particularly 
enjoyed the contrasts in 
scenery and the small 
mountain communities. We 
would love to return again 
one day". Susie Bulman. 

For further details please 
contact Diane Goodwin on 
01379 677230. 





Si 






For a Christian Family 
Holiday With Fun & 
Fellowship 




34 Douglas Avenue, 
Exmouth, Devon EX 8 2 HB 
Tel/Fax: (01395) 263836 



OllRT 



• INDOOR HEATED POOL 

• BOUNCY CASTLE 

• CHILDREN S PLAY AREA 

• GAMES ROOM 

• LIFT 

• EN SUITE ROOMS 
AVAILABLE 

• TEA MAKING FACILITIES 

• WASHING & IRONING 
ROOM 

• FULL BOARD & CHOICE 
OF MENU 

• WONDERFUL MINISTRY 
& FELLOWSHIP 

• OPEN ALL YEAR 

• OPEN AT CHRISTMAS . 






DISCOVER 

ISRAEL 

Explore the Jewish Roots of the Christian Faith 
with a Shoresh Christian guide 
Wide choice of tours including 
May 2-11 Ruth Fazal: Terezin ‘Oratorio’ 
Concert and tour £980 
September: Life and World of Jesus £1,100 
and The Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand £1,100 
Oct 31 - Nov 11 Pilgrimage hosted by 
Rev & Mrs Michael Bulman £1.085 
One price and no hidden costs 
For information of these and our other tours 
Telephone: 81727 810817 or fax: 01727 848312 
Email: shoresh@cnd.org.uk Web: wnw.ltac-israeLorg 
Shoresh Tours, Dept CP, 30c Clarence Road, St Albans. Herts AL1 4JJ 
Acting as retail agent for Travelink Group Dd ATOL no: 1886 
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Comment 



the editor 



Snatching some God time 



Hearing people's ‘faith 
stories’ as part of our 
'God in the life of series 
is a tremendous privi- 
lege. And something 
someone once said to 
me during the course of 
an interview has stuck 
with me ever since. I 
always ask about times 
of doubt and in this case, I was 
asking Anne Kelaart, the high 
sheriff of Oxfordshire, about her 
times of struggle. She said the only 
time she had felt distanced from 
God was during a period when 
her three children were young and 
she was a ‘busy mother’. 

New to motherhood myself, I 
didn't understand this at the 
time. I was still in awe and 
thankfulness at the sheer exis- 
tence of my son. And don't get 
me wrong, I still am - but I do 
know what she means now. I 
struggle, like many parents to 
find time for ‘myself and realise 
that my relationship with God 
was founded in this ‘me time’ 
when I could pause, reflect and 
pray. Nowadays I seem to live 
life solidly in the present, with 
no time for reflection. Church 
services in particular can be a 
question of gritting my teeth, 
diving in, and hoping I can con- 
tain the noise with a few well 
chosen toys. While others pray, 
I’m juggling tractors (chosen for 
their lack of noise at home but 
oh what a difference stone 
floors make to rubber tyres), 
juice bottles, books (carefully 
picked for religious content and 
therefore won’t meet with too 
much disapproval when they 
are thrown around the nave 
later) and trying to keep my 
son's cheerful chatter down to a 
murmur My prayers are much 



more snatched 
and more of the 
‘please God help 
me keep my tem- 
per’ variety than 
anything else. 
Anne Atkins (see 
page 5) may be 
right when, in her 
new book, she 
says new parents suddenly show 
a new interest in church but I 
know now how hard it is to 
keep going, week after week. 

Most churches do an awful 
lot to appeal to mothers, with 
prayer groups, mum and baby 
groups and play groups mid- 
week. Of course many of the 
dozens of families that use these 
services won't show up in 
church on Sunday. Does this 
matter? Well as the church is 
‘24/7’, perhaps not. But here, 
from my very personal experi- 
ence of several different church- 
es, are a few suggestions. I want 
to go to church on Sunday as 
part of my family, so I don't 
want my son packed off out the 
building, over the road to the 
school or wherever. It is hard 
enough to part with him for 
work in the week without being 
shut out from the Sunday serv- 
ice as well. Of course, as chil- 
dren get older, separate space 
and time for them away from 
parents to explore their own 
thoughts may be essential. But 
for the pre-schoolers, how 
about half an hour ‘creche’ in 
back of the church, where the 
children are encouraged to lis- 
ten, explore and leam, and the 
harassed parents can snatch 30 
minutes to reflea and to pray, 
and perhaps, just perhaps, even 
remember to thank God for 
their children? 




Competition Results 

The winner of the Thought for the 
Day competition is Matthew 
Caminer, from Windsor. He should 
be on air on BBC Radio Oxford 



95.2 FM on Sunday Breakfast,* 
(6am-9am) sometime in April. 

A Jarvis of Cold Ash, Elspeth 
Chandler of Amersham and Mrs V 
Whitehouse of Mortimer win copies 
of 'Growing Together'. 



The Royal Wedding; Schism; Holocaust memorial day; Clergy housing 



Royal wedding 

THE Bishop of Oxford's article 
'Why we should be happy for 
Charles and Camilla' 
(February 2005) greatly over- 
simplifies the issues surround- 
ing the expected marriage of 
the Prince of Wales to Mrs 
Parker Bowles, and in doing so 
makes fundamental errors, as 
may yet be demonstrated in 
the Courts. 

Important among these 
errors is the false distinction he 
draws between Anglican and 
Roman Catholic teaching on 
the nature of civil and church 
marriage. The Church of 
England and the Roman 
Catholic Church both recog- 
nise the validity in secular law 
of civil marriage, as indeed 
they have no option but to do. 
However, neither regards a 
civil marriage as the absolute 
equivalent of a church mar- 
riage solemnised in the sight 
of God before a priest - the 
former being a particular form 
of civil contract, the latter 
being a covenanted sacramen- 
tal union that reflects and is 
reflected in the union between 
Christ and His Church. Their 
equivalence in secular law 
does not carry with it equiva- 
lence in the eyes of the 
Church, and never has done. 
The ministers of the sacrament 
are in the eyes of both the 
Roman Catholic Church and 
the CofE a man and a woman 
who are free before God to 
marry and intend to enter into 
a sacramental union. They 

Clergy News 

Revd Marcus Braybrooke, NSM, 
Marsh Baldon with Toot Baldon 
and Nuneham Courtenay, is to 
retire; Revd Richard Cattley, 

Vicar, Christ the Cornerstone, 
Milton Keynes, is to be Vicar, St 
Martin's, Dorking; Revd George 
Coppen, Team Vicar, Kidlington w 
Hampton Poyle, is to retire; Revd 
Elisabeth Goddard, previously 
Chaplain, Jesus College Oxford, is 
to be Assistant Minister (NSM), St 



demonstrate that intent by pre- 
senting themselves in church to 
be married. The priest is not 
the minister of the sacrament, 
but must be present for the 
Church to seal their sacramen- 
tal union by blessing their mar- 
riage. The contrast with this 
position is provided not by the 
CofE as the Bishop suggests, 
but by the Orthodox Churches, 
which do regard the priest as 
the minister of the sacrament. 

The Prince of Wales is in gen- 
eral terms free to marry again 
because his former wife is 
deceased. Mrs Parker Bowles is 
not, however, similarly free as her 
(former) husband is still living. 

Consequently, I do not 
believe that the Prince of Wales 
and Mrs Parker Bowles should 
as Christians in the context of 
the CofE consider themselves 
free to marry even in a civil cer- 
emony, and am certainly not 
delighted that the Archbishop 
of Canterbury has offered to 
bless their union, particularly 
as much of the relationship 
that is to be blessed in the 
Lord's name was apparently 
adulterous, contributed to the 
breakdown of both previous 
marriages and has caused and 
continues to cause considerable 
scandal. 

Fr Giles Pinnock SSC 

Assistant Curate, Stony 
Stratford and Calverton 



Schism? 

I AM really worried as to what 
is going to happen to the 
Church of England. It is becom- 

Andrew's Linton Road, Oxford; 
Revd Michael Goode, Team 
Rector, Abingdon is to retire; Revd 
Simon Howard, Priest in Charge, 
Earley Trinity, Reading Deanery, is 
to be Priest in Charge of Ruscombe 
withTwyford; Revd Jeremy Hurst, 
Team Rector, Langley Marish Team 
Ministry, is retiring; Revd 
Elizabeth 0ke,NSM, 
Woolhampton,w Midgham & 
Beenham Valence, is to be also 
NSM, Aldermaston w Wasing & 
Brimpton, Bradfield Deanery; Revd 



ing more and more divided. 
Women priests, homosexuality 
etc. There are two points I think 
we should bear in mind: 

1. It is God we are answerable 
to and not Man. 

2. We are given the Ten 
Commandments to guide us. 

If a person has a calling to 
serve God through teaching 
and ministering their faith, they 
are at peace with God and fol- 
lowing his commandments (to 
the best of their ability). They 
have the right credentials togeth- 
er with understanding, sympa- 
thy, and love. I feel they should 
be allowed to become a Lay 
Reader; Minister, Bishop. The 
question of whether they are 
man or woman; heterosexual or 
homosexual; black or white, 
nationality, should not prohib- 
it anyone from following their 
work with God. Divided we 
fall and united we stand. 
Fenella Tiller 
Chearsley, Bucks 



Holocaust Memorial Day 

THE narrow focus of Alison 
Webster’s piece on Holocaust 
Memorial Day (The Door, 
February 2005), was disap- 
pointing although familiar. To 
focus on the sufferings of one 
section - and that not the 
largest - of the tens of millions of 
non-combatant victims of the 
Second World War tends to 
obscure the memory of others. 

This is not entirely Ms 
Webster’s fault - the very fact 
of a Holocaust Memorial Day 
on the Anniversary of the 

Kelvin Powell, Permission to 
Officiate, Dorchester is given also 
Permission to Officiate, Oxford 
area; Revd Cathy Pynn, Chaplain, 
Bradfield College, is to be also 
Associate Priest, Aldermaston w 
Wasing & Brimpton and 
Woolhampton w Midgham & 
Beenham Valence; Revd Janet 
Russell, Team Vicar, Wallingford 
Team Ministry, is to be Parish 
Development Adviser for Berkshire 
Archdeaconry; Revd Mrs Cathy 
Smith, NSM Curate, Denham, is to be 



arrival of the Red Army at 
Auschwitz deliberately focuss- 
es attention on a particular 
group at the expense of others. 
It would be far better if 
Holocaust Memorial Day 
were to be replaced by a 
memorial day for all non-com- 
batant victims on either the 
anniversary of the outbreak of 
war (1 September) or the 
anniversary of its end (8 May). 

When, I wonder; will we have 
a memorial day for the estimated 
70 million Christians foully done 
to death in Russia - in the name 
of equality - after that great 
Christian empire fell into the 
hands of a hate-filled alien creed? 
J R Bell 

George Green, Slough 



Archdeacon’s Lodgings 

I WAS surprised to read in 
the February issue of The 
Door that the Archdeacon of 
Oxford is provided with as 
many as ‘seven bedrooms’ in 
the Lodgings at Christ 
Church. Whatever the finan- 
cial arrangements made 
between the Diocese and the 
College might be, that gener- 
ous and preferential provi- 
sion for a middle- 
ranking clergyman seems to 
be not only anachronistic but 
also insensitive at a time 
when clergy and parishes 
throughout the Diocese are 
being urged to increase their 
giving to a Church that is 
strapped for cash. 

Brian Hutton 

Kingston Blount, Chinnor 

also Part-time Chaplain, Wexham 
Park Hospital; Revd Pete Steele, 

Priest in Charge, Aldermaston with 
Wasing and Brimpton, is to be also, 
Priest in Charge, Woolhampton w 
Midgham & Beenham Valence; 
Revd John Webster, NSM, 
Woolhampton w Midgham & 
Beenham Valence, is to be also, NSM, 
Aldermaston w Wasing & Brimpton; 
Revd Sally Welsh, Priest-in-Charge, 
Kintbury with Avington, is to be 
Rector, Cherbury with Gainfield, Vale 
of the White Horse. 




Korma 

A ctesic North Indian dish made with fresh Greek yoghurt/ ginger, coconut 
milk, whole black cardamoms, cinnamon and fresh coriander. 

Tikka Masala 

Britain's favourite; contains ail the classic ingredients: Greek yoghurt, plum 
tomatoes, fresh coriander, fresh mint and paprika. 

Jalfrezi 

A slightly sweet curry with a hint of heat: made with red and green peppers, 
Greek yoghurt, fresh lemon juice, grated coconut, plum tomatoes, fresh 
coriander, fresh chilli and ginger root. 

Rogan Josh 

Our Rogan Josh lends itself perfectly to Lamb and is rich and full of flavour. 
Made with red peppers, fresh lemon juice; plum tomatoes, fresh coriander 
aniseed, cloves, black cardamoms, fresh coriander fresh chilli and ginger root 

Madras 

Made with root ginger and fresh lemon juice our Madras has a sharper 
taste, ideal for cooking with vegetables also contains plum tomatoes, 
fenugreek, black pepper; tamarind, mustard seeds and fresh chilli. 

Vindaloo 

Created in Goa formerly a Portuguese colony, Vindaloo is traditionally made 
with Pork. Our Vindaloo contains plum tomatoes, fresh coriander, root ginger, 
brown mustard seed, lemon juice, tamarind, fresh chilli, white cumin seeds. 

Email: pat@bombaybangers.com 
Tel: 0044(0)1280823900 

Forrecipe suggestions and to signour visitors’ book go 
to: www.bombaybangers.com 
Product of UK 



Tastes from the days 
of the Raj 

F rom humble beginnings at village fetes and trade fairs, the 
business has seen amazing growth and is recently listed in 
one of the top U K Supermarkets - Waitrose; the girls also 
supply retailing giant 'Asda' (part of the Wal-Mart group). "Large 
retailers now recognise the value of supporting small food 
manufacturers as this is where new trends often start which then 
filter through the entire industry" Patricia explains. Statistics show 
that it is also good for sales as customers are very keen to buy 
products from small companies "they love the David and Goliath 
aspect of our story" explains Maria. 

Bombay Authentics Luxury Curry Sauces are also exported to 
Spain, Germany and Australia. US distributor - DPI Midwest, part 
of the Irish Dairy Board, identified the curry sauces as a product 
that their customers would like and so a deal was recently struck 
there. 

"We use a contract manufacturer to make products to our exacting 
standards so although we are a small company our production 
capacity is very large; hence, we are able to supply the supermarket 
chains. We choose only the best ingredients and, whilst our products 
are not 'Organic' they are 'All Natural', "we avoid any ingredient 
that would not be used in a domestic recipe to create the most 
authentic products - no nasty E numbers" says Patricia. 

The Radclive Chantry, Radclive, Buckinghamshire, MK18 4AB 
Tel: 01798 875181 Fax: 01798 873213 

Email: maria@bombaybangers.com, Web: 
www.bombaybangers.com 




freephone: 



SPECIALISTS IN 



Belfry 

Louvres 



CHURCH DECORATION 
CHURCH RENOVATION 
• STONE RESTORATION 

• CLEANING 

• MASONRY 
• ROOFING 

• STAINED GLASS 
LISTED BUILDINGS 



Niche 
Tower Arch 
Rectangular 



L-Cinquefoil /Window 
L< Chancel 
px. Arch 



Crocketed Pinnacle 
Jjargoyles 



Lancet 

Window 



.Wall Tablet 
^Sanctuary 
-Easter Sepulchre 
'Diagonal Buttress 
^ Aumbry 
'"■'■High Altar 
^Plinth 



Rail masters 
Cornice * 
Keystone 
Impact 

South 

Porch 



^Pilaster \ 
Pediment 
Road Loft 
Star 



Barge Board 
Tympanum \ 
Vestry or Sedilia 
Sacristy 



Crypt or Undercroft 



Estimates & Advice given free without obligation 
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Sacred land 
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A forgotten landscape: 
rehallowing our sacred sites 

The Sacred Land project was begun in 1997 to rehallow sites of 
spiritual significance throughout Britain. Though it was 
initially only intended to run for three years, its phenomenal suc- 
cess has led to it continuing indefinitely. The project's artist, 
Rebecca Hind, lives in Dorchester on Thames and the Door's 
editor Rebecca Paveley spoke to her about her work, and the 
sacred sites all around us in the diocese. Photos Frank Blackwell 



St Mary’s church, Iffley 



‘IF we know something of the 
landscape's past it might 
mean we have more respect 
for its future,’ says Rebecca 
Hind. 



RANELAGH SCHOOL 

RANELAGH DRIVE, BRACKNELL 

Headteacher: Mrs K M Win row, MA 
Tel No 01 344 - 421 233 Fax No 01 344 - 301 81 1 
e-mail : study@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk 

Head of Religious Education (MPS + 3) 

Required for September 2005, a well qualified and experienced teacher 
of RE able to lead and manage a very strong department. 

The person appointed will be an excellent teacher with a proven track 
record, able to make a positive contribution to curriculum development 
and collective worship in the school as well as developing links with 
local parishes and other faith communities. 



Rebecca, who has spent her 
life painting watercolours, is 
the artist for the Sacred Land 
project, which aims to bring 
back to use sacred sites 
throughout Britain. These 
sacred sites may be pilgrimage 
walks, gardens, buildings or 
wells: the only criteria being 
that they were once revered 
by people, but are now all but 
forgotten. 

The Sacred Land project is 
funded by the World Wildlife 
Fund and it was set up by the 
former Archbishop of 
Canterbury with the aim of 
reviving and creating sacred 
sites in Britain and overseas. 
Everyone, they say, lives with- 
in ten miles of a sacred site. 

It involves Christian, 
Hindu, Jewish, Muslim and 
secular communities in creat- 
ing and renewing inner city 
and community gardens, con- 
serving holy wells, renewing 
pilgrimage trails and celebrat- 
ing sacred places with art and 
poetry. 



Lindislame which replicates 
the garden which existed 
1300 years ago when the 
monks were creating the 
Lindisfarne gospel; in Wales, 
it has created a pilgrimage 
route connecting all 18 
Cistercian Abbeys; and on the 
Welsh Borders it is working 
with the local community to 
get the sacred site of the Lady 
Mary Well officially recog- 
nised, after it was destroyed 
by a local farmer in the 1990s. 

Though there are no proj- 
ects underway in our diocese, 

'The Sacred Land 
project is about 
reconnecting with the 
past but more impor- 
tantly looking at how 
we use the landscape 
today' 

we have many sacred sites 
that have been painted by 
Rebecca. These include 



Dorchester Abbey, the Abbey 
itself, Rycote chapel near 
Thame, Christ Church 
Cathedral and the pre- 
Christian site of the White 
Horse at Uffington. She has 
also painted the Rollright 
Stones and the Dyke Hills, 
which are also pre-Christian 
sites. 

Rebecca says: ‘Many places 
have become overgrown and 
their spiritual significance has 
been forgotten. 

‘I know of sites in the 
Diocese that have been virtu- 
ally forgotten but could be 
reclaimed. 

‘In Kingston Road in 
Oxford there was a sacred 
well, in the grounds of what 
was a natural health clinic. 
We know that it was there 
and that it had been a revered 
place. There is also a well in 
Binsey church, but nothing 
has been made of it. 

‘And in Brightwell cum 
Sotwell for example there 
must have been wells that 



Religious Education is taught throughout the school, including 
Advanced Level. A high proportion of students opt for the subject at 
GCSE and A Level. Examination results are outstanding (2004 GCSE A 
- C grades 93% with 50% achieving A* and A2 100%). 

Ranelagh is a coeducational, comprehensive school (1 1 - 18 Voluntary 
Aided Anglican) which is oversubscribed and has an excellent 
reputation for academic achievement and a positive school ethos. The 
school has an excellent OFSTED, was identified as a particularly 
successful school by HMCI, is a Beacon School, has Investors in People 
status and is a Specialist School in Visual Arts and Business Enterprise. 

There are further career and development opportunities for candidates 
with appropriate skills and experience. An additional allowance may 
be given for appropriate responsibilities. 

Further details and application forms can be obtained from Mrs K M 
Winrow, MA, Headteacher, Ranelagh School, Ranelagh Drive, 
Bracknell RG12 9DA. 

Closing date for applications is Monday 11 April 2005. 



m 

BEACON SCOOTS] 
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Business & . .. 

investor IN PEOPLE Enterprise arts colleges 
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Healthy Schools 



Sacred Land has set up a 
garden on the Holy island of 



Wittenham Clumps, which is 
on the ‘pilgrimage route’ to 



have been revered in the past, 
but we don’t know anything 




Brightwell Barrow 
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about them, or even where they 
are.’ 

Sacred Land does not impose 
ideas for projects on the local 
community, but works through 
local people. It is up to locals to 
decide they want to regenerate a 
site. The intention is to motivate 
people to think about the land- 
scape that surrounds them. 

‘Opening up’ could mean any- 
thing from having just a day a 
year to allow people to visit to 
full time open access to the 
sacred site. 

'Perhaps local people 
remember that there 
used to be a healing 
well there, but it has 
gone stagnant and they 
tell the project about it 
and we think of ways to 
bring it back into use. 
The intention is to allow 
local people to recog- 
nise the spirituality of 
their landscape' 

Rebecca says: ‘Perhaps for 
example local people remember 
that there used to be a healing 
well there, but it has gone stag- 
nant and they tell the project 
about it and we think of ways of 
bringing it back into use. The 
intention is to allow local people 
to recognise the spirituality of 
their landscape.’ 



Spiritual heritage 

Her paintings are intended to 
remind people about the heritage 
of the area in which they live. ‘It 
reminds people that they are part 
of a landscape that has a cultur- 
al, spiritual and religious her- 
itage. 

‘It is easy to overlook the use a 
landscape was put to in the past. 
The Sacred Land project is about 
reconnecting with the past but 
more importantly looking at 
how we use the landscape Today. 

‘If we know something of the 
landscape's past it might mean 
we have more respect for its 
future.’ 

A committed Christian, 
Rebecca believes rediscovering 
pre-Christian sacred sites is 
important. 

‘Pre-Christian sites show that 
people were searching for some- 
thing, seeking guidance, aware 
of a creator:’ 

But she doesn’t believe that 
every sacred site should necessar- 
ily be rehallowed. 

‘It is a good idea only if people 
in the area want it done, perhaps 
because local people could bene- 
fit spiritually or by doing some- 
thing, it would just improve the 
look of a place.’ 

If you would like to get in 
touch with Sacred Land about a 
potential project, they can be 
contacted via their website at 
www.arcworld.org, and click on 
Sacred Land under ‘projects’. 
They list helpful advice about 
starting up a sacred land project 
of your own. 

Rebecca is to hold an exhibi- 



tion of her works at Christ 
Church Cathedral in October, 
called ‘Spirit of Place’. For more 



information contact the 
Cathedral on 01865 276154. 




Rycote Chapel, near Thame, Oxon 



Sacred land 



Three 

Great 
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Three 
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For over 20 years autosave has 
provided quality new, nearly new and 
used vehicles at exceptional prices to 
churches, charities and caring 
organisations. Now you too can take 
advantage of these amazing savings. 



£00 5 YEARS CASH 

DEPOSIT CREDIT BACK 



2004 04 Reg Vauxhall 
Corsa 1.2 16V 5dr 





12,000 miles. Power steering. 

Electric windows, 
Immobiliser. ABS. Airbags. 
Central locking. CD Pla^r 



c5999 



2004 04 Reg VauxhaU 
Vectra 1.8LS16V5dr 




10,000 miles. Air conditioning. 
Power steering. Electric windows, 
immobiliser. ABS. A rings. 

Central locking. 

Cruise control CD player 



£8599 



2004 04 Reg VauxhaU 
Zafira Life 1.8 5dr 




1 2.000 miles. A r conditioning. 
Power steering. Electric windows 
Immobiliser. ABS. Airbags. 7 seats 
Central Locking, CD player 



£9299 



Phone now for your free copy. 

I An informative motoring guide comptettyfree! I 



autosave are proud to announce the 
launch of our K Day Exchange Plan 



Mo tab ility 



Lo-call rate 

0845 122 6902 

www.autosave.co.uk 
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Ctm tom Rriimsmi / mng The Hawthorns, 18-19 Elton Road, 

Clevedon, North Somerset SS21 7EH 

http.7/www.thehawthoms-clevedon,co.uk 



During the last decade, the Hawthorns has 
become the place to experience luxury Gracious 
Retirement. 

The Hawthorns is situated in the Victorian picturesque 
sea-side town of Clevedon, North Somerset. The 
impressive building is set right on the sea front in its 
own grounds which has breath taking views across the 
Bristol Channel. 

The Hawthorns consists of spacious individual 
apartments ranging from a studio apartment to a two- 
bedroom apartment - some have a balcony and others 
have access to patios. 

Delicious and nutritious meals are served in the 
elegant dining area three times a day. 

Incorporated in the building is a library, 
interdenominational chapel, TV lounge, games room, a 
unisex hairdressers and beauty salon. 

There's also a coffee lounge where you can meet with 
friends, read the papers over a coffee, sample the 
home-made cakes or simply sit and relax for a while. 
The managers and co-managers live in and are on call 
in case of emergencies. 

Linen and towels are provided and are changed weekly 
and the apartments are cleaned once a week too. 

The Hawthorns has a coach that takes residents most 
mornings to the town centre and on full and half days 
tours throughout the week. 

We have a full calendar of events from evening 
entertainment, video evenings to art classes. 

This really is stress free living at its best! 

THE PEOPLE OF THE HAWTHORNS 

So who lives at The Hawthorns? What kind of people 
would choose to live there? Why would someone chose 
to move to The Hawthorns? 

The answers are as varied as the people 
themselves. There are 105 residents living at 
The Hawthorns in gracious retirement. All of 
them appreciate the lifestyles and the services. 

But if you asked them individually why they 



moved to the Hawthorns, here is what they may say:- 
"After my wife died, I realized what a great cook she 
was and how little I knew about preparing decent 
meals. And eating alone every day wasn't something I 
enjoyed" A Resident of 5 years. 

"I have lived in a large property for most of my life 
and although I could no longer manage the up keep 
when my husband died, it was important to me to be 
able to have access to gardens that I could work in but 
not have to do the real heavy work, only do what I 
enjoyed doing" Our Lady Gardener. 

"My husband and I decided to take advantage of the 
current seller's market and sold our property for a 
good profit. Moving to The Hawthorns did not require 
any investment of capital and the month to month 
rental terms gives us flexibility in financial terms as 
well as practical ways. If we should decide we want or 
need to move, we can do so without suffering a 
financial loss" A couple who have just recently made 
the move to the Hawthorns. 

If you would like to find out more about the 
Hawthorns, why not drop us a line or call in to see us. 
We can arrange a tour for you and you will be able to 
have lunch with us and sample the delightful food that 
is beautifully served in the dining room. 

We would love to see you, friehds and family are 
welcome too. We are convinced that you will be really 
impressed with the Hawthorns and what it has to offer 
you. 

You will never need to worry about anything ever 
again. 

For an appointment/tour, please call 

01275 790060. 



18-19 Elton Road, Clevedon, 
North Somerset, BS21 7EH 
% Tel : (0 1 275) 790060 

http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 
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Make treasured moments more 
then a faded memory 



Generation Gap Portrait service 

Using the latest technology of image manipulation zee can piece together a 
complete family portrait from znrtually any image, from your ancestors to the 
nezuest addition of your family. We zt nil compile a beautiful picture that z mil be 

treasured by everyone 

All Services includes 

Colour touch up, scratch and crease eraser, 
photo manipulation , background modifications. Image resize 

and all types of printing 
Contact: 

Treasured Pictures Flat 1 Jinny Ring Arts Centre Hanbury 
Road Bromsgroze Wares. B60 4BU 
Please phone 071141 196 131 (daytime) 07763 94 7 455(evenings) 
or email: guydubia thefloshozv.com 









V^ay M e 



Unique Memento of the birth 
of your hahy. 

A beautiful poster, illustrating tke name, day, 
date of birtb & time, tbat your new baby was born. 
£9.00 per copy or £20.00 for 3 copies 
- all prices include postage & packaging. 

For an order form, please email: 
d@cb 

cm.fr 0 es 0 rve.co.ul 2 or 



val 



Tel: 01905 616208 

Cbarity Communications, 1 Westbury Lodge, 
Westbury Street, Worcester WR1 1NW. 

Cbarity Communications will make a donation of £1.00 
for eacb order, to tbe Tsunami Appeal. 



" Gracious Retirement Living 

means relaxed independent retirement living, with support services 
such as activities, three meals provided daily in our Dining Room, 
excursions, live-in managers, housekeeping, and more! 



THE HAWTHORNS 

- the best living experience of your life 



The Hawthorns 
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Could a Part-time Course in Bible, 
Theology and Ministry Be for You? 



ical & 
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Every Thursday evening 
during term time, a group of 
sixty or so people land on 
Wycliffe Hall. . . They 
comprise mothers, solicitors, 
social workers, GPs, research 
scientists, accountants, 
investment managers, charity 
and church workers, teachers, 
a tree surgeon and a fencing 
master! Aged anywhere 
between their early twenties 
to the mid-sixties, they travel 



OXFORD 

BROOKES 

UNIVERSITY 



Westminster Institute of Education 



New ways of thinking about 
Theology and Religion 

at Wesley Centre Oxford 

Interested in... ? 

■ Contextual Theology ■ Spirituality and Religion 
■ Sacred Texts ■ Human Development 
Study individual modules, or 
aim for a Certificate, Diploma, BA or MA. 

Enrol at any time throughout the year. 



t. 01865 488353 
e. wco@brookes.ac.uk 

Wesley Centre Oxford 
Oxford Brookes University 
Harcourt Hill Campus 
Oxford 0X2 9AT 




Meet us at our Adult Learners Day 

Monday 16 May, 1 lam - 2pm 

To book a place call 01865 488259 






r^AJ UNIVERSITY OF WALES 

IS LAMPETER 



DEPARTMENT OF 

THEOLOGY & RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

Postgraduate Degrees 

• Church History • Theology • Marian Studies • Celtic Christianity 
• Monastic Studies • Ecological Theology • Religion, Politics and 
International Relations • Religious Experience • Death and 
Immortality • The World’s Religions • Liturgical Studies 
Ministry & Research 
• Master of Ministry • Doctorate of Ministry 
• Master of Philosophy • Doctor of Philosophy 

7&<vit~7i*Ke ox “Dcd&ZKce btudy cutttiCa&ie 

For information: Academic Registry, 

University of Wales, Lampeter, Ceredigion, SA48 7ED 
Tel: 01 570 424 748 Fax: 01 570 424 987 
email: psinfo@lamp.ac.uk 



www. lamp .ac.uk 



to Oxford from as far as 
Bath, Bedworth, Haywards 
Heath and Southampton! 
Two things they all have in 
common are a passion for 
learning more about the 
Bible and Christian theology 
in relation to practical 
ministry, and a gritty 
commitment that drives them 
to complete assignments 
after long and busy days at 
work. A group of truly 
inspiring people! 

Part-time studies in Bible, 
Theology and Ministry at 
Wycliffe take two years to 
complete. During this time 
students attend two hours of 
teaching one weekday 
evening, as well as a handful 
of Study Days on Saturdays. 
In addition they complete 
two assignments each term 
and a longer piece of 
reflective work between 



years. The syllabus is 
satisfyingly broad, covering 
Old and New Testament, 
Church History, Doctrine, 
Pastoral Theology, Ethics, 
Mission and Liturgy. Thanks 
to the commitment of the 
teaching staff, the students 
enjoy the highest quality of 
teaching from Wycliffe tutors 
as well as the occasional 
input of speakers from 
further afield. An important 
dimension of the course is the 
sense of community that is 
built up among the students 
as they interact with one 
another about how the 
content of the lectures and 
assignments connect with 
their everyday lives and those 
of their churches. Without 
exception, students who have 
completed the course have 
testified to its profound and 
positive impact on their lives. 



The smallest University in Europe 

S pecializing in the liberal arts, Lampeter has strong 
academic traditions in teaching and research dating from 
1822. Located in rural Wales, our beautiful and enriching 
environment fosters a supportive and caring community where 
student satisfaction is a priority. The University is the smallest 
in Europe but the Department of Theology and Religious 
Studies is one of the largest. The St David's Building, still in 
use today, was built in 1822, and Theology was taught there 
from 1827. Today, the Department at Lampeter offers courses 
in all the world's major faiths and in innovative related areas, 
in both religious studies and theology, and continues to grow. 
The Department moved to a purpose-built building in 1998 
and has recently expanded into the adjacent Rowland 
Williams Research Centre. Students who come here enjoy a 
stimulating mix of old and new, large and small, traditional 
and modem. With over 30 full-time members of staff, 
numerous part-time, visiting and honorary staff, over 600 
undergraduates and over 900 postgraduates, studying both on 
campus and off campus, the Department of Theology and 
Religious Studies at University of Wales Lampeter is one of 
the premier sites in the U K for studying religion. 

All our schemes are modular, so students can enjoy 
considerable choice and flexibility in selecting their options. We 
offer various taught Masters programmes, in several areas 
including Celtic Christianity, Religion, Politics and International 
Relations, Islamic Studies, Ecological Theology and Indie 
Spiritual Traditions, and postgraduate research degrees 
(MPhil and PhD) are available across the broad range of 
areas in which our staff have specialist expertise. 



Tfie St Theosevia Centre 

for Christian Spirituality is holding a study day on 

Saturday, 23rd April 2005. 

Subject: “Holy Wisdom” 

Speakers: The Archbishop of Canterbury, 

Dr Rowan Williams, Professor Celia Deane Drummond, 
University of Chester 

Venue: SS Philip & James Church (premises of OCMS), 
Woodstock Road, Oxford. Time: 11 am to 4 pm 
Please bring a packed lunch. Tea/coffee provided from 
1 0.30 to 11am and during lunch. Admission free. 

Please book. Tel: 01865 310341 or 
Email: warden@sttheosevia.org.uk 



The Queen's 
Foundation 

FOR FQ.MFNK'AL THFOlOOil A1 FfXOJlOV 




LEARNING AT THE PLACE 
WHERE TRADITIONS MEET 



Whether you are interested in training for Ordination 
or looking for independent full and part time study programmes 
from Certificate to MA or ThD / PhD level 
which are rigorous, relevant, practical and ecumenical 
or opportunities for in-service training and Sabbaticals 
Look at our website: www.queens.ac.uk 
and for more information contact: Rosemary Maskell 
The Queens Foundation, Somerset Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham, B15 2QH 

Tel: 0121 452 2600 E-mail: r.maskell@queens.ac.uk 




An Ecumenical Study Centre open to all 

In partnership with the Diocese of Clifton 



MA in Theology and Ministry 

NEW UNITS :'The Church and Young People' and 'Ecumenism, history, 
theology and development'. 

BA in Theology and Ministry 
BA in Theological Studies 

Foundation Studies for Ministry 



Further details of all courses the college provides, are available from: 
Wesley College, College Park Drive, Henbury Road, BRISTOL BS10 7QD 

Tel: 01 17 959 1200 Fax: 01 17 950 1277 

E-mail: admin@wesley-college-bristol.ac.uk 



St Stephen's House 
OXFORD 




An Anglican theological college and hall of the 
University of Oxford 

offers a full range of Theology degrees and 
qualifications for students at all levels within a strong 
community life centred on prayer and the sacraments. 
For further information or to arrange an informal visit, 
please contact: 

admission s@ ssho . ox . ac . uk 

Open Day: 7th May, 2005 

16 Marston Street, Oxford 0X4 1JX. 

Tel: 01865 247874 

Website: ststephenshouse.ac.uk 




Global Reach, 
Local Touch 

An in te rnati o nal theologi ca l 
college serving the South West 



DO YOU KNOW? 



We eater for parMimeand 
short eourses as well as 
full-time study . 



deepening, transforming, equipping for Christian life 



and service in a changing world 

For course details please contact: 

Admissions Secretary 

Trinity College, Stoke Hill, Bristol BS9 1 JP 

Tel: 0117 968 2803 Fax: 0117 968 7470 

admissions@trinity-bris.ac.uk 

www.trinity-bris.ac.uk 



Trinity# 

College BRISTOL 



A college community for ordinands 
and independent students 




'Strength in Weakness' 

Andy Comiskey 



29th-30th April 2005 
- St Aldate's, Oxford 

Andy Comiskey is coming to share 
with us from his new book 'Strength in 
Weakness', and will unpack the paradox 
of our finding God's strength in our 
places of personal weakness. It is all too 
easy to take on the world's model of 
strength. 

Andy is the founder of Desert Stream 
Ministries and has been working in 
the area of relationships and gender 
for 25 years. 

Contact Living Waters UK for a brochure: 
t* 020 7630 1044 e. Lw1uk@aol.com 
w. www.living-waters-uk.com 



Do you want to deepen your understanding 
of the Christian faith? Are you thinking 
about how to increase the effectiveness of 
your ministry? 

Have you considered part-time study at 

WYCLIFFE HALL, OXFORD? 

We offer a 2-year programme in 

BIBLE, THEOLOGY AND MINISTRY 

which is accredited by Oxford University. 

The weekly evening classes, 
assignments and occasional Study Days 
provide an exciting opportunity 
to benefit from the theological resources 
available within the Hall. 

“The course has been intellectually, spiritually 
and emotionally challenging. It has stretched 
my faith and encouraged me to challenge my 
presuppositions: 

Wonderful! " 

Interested? 

Contact Eeva John at: 

Wycliffe Hall, 54 Banbury Road 
Oxford 0X2 6PW. 

Tel: 01865 274212 
eeva-maria.john@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 
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April Recipe: Chinese Noodles with Tuna & Prawns 

By our cookery writer Ann Way 

Once again, I made this up a couple of weeks ago when I fancied something light but spicy. I 
have usually got most of the ingredients in my freezer or my store cupboards so when I ask my 
husband what he fancies for supper he usually says something simple, so the quicker I produce 
it the happier he is. This recipe was really easy but quite delicious, so do try it. If you haven’t 
got any of the ingredients just make do with something else! That’s how some of the greatest 
recipes in the world evolved. 

Ingredients 

1 tin of tuna in sunflower oil 
4oz of prawns, frozen or tinned 

1 small onion sliced thinly 

2 spring onions chopped 
2 tomatoes skinned and chopped 
1 dessertspoon of soy sauce 
1 teaspoon of sugar 
1 dessertspoon of white wine vinegar 
1 small glass of sherry or white wine 
1 tablespoon of sesame seeds 
1 clove of garlic crushed 
1 stick of lemongrass or 1 small stick celery 
Chopped fresh coriander 
Salt and pepper 



Two small packets of Chinese noodles 
1/2 a red pepper 

2 mushrooms medium size, chopped 




Method 

Drain the oil from the tuna into a large frying pan. (If you only have tuna in brine, drain off the 
water and use one tablespoon of oil). Chop or slice all the mushrooms, tomatoes and lemon grass or 
celery and pepper quite finely and fry them with the chopped onions in the oil until the onions are 
just turning colour. Add the sesame seeds and then stir in the soy sauce, sherry and wine vinegar, 
lower the heat and add the tuna, flaked well, and the prawns. Stir in with 1/4 pint of water or fish 
stock. Cook the Chinese noodles according to the instructions on the packet and then serve with the 
spicy tuna and prawn mix, sprinkled with some freshly chopped coriander. 



Youthful, global, monastic growth 



by Gill Poole 

Stuart Burns, Abbot of the Anglican 
Benedictine community at Burford Priory in 
Oxfordshire, has been recovering from mild 
shock. The shock came when he attended the 
world Congress of Benedictine and Cistercian 
Abbots in Rome last September. At fiftysome- 
thing Stuart had seen himself as a young 
Abbot, but there discovered that he is in the 
minority of older leaders. 

While Benedictine religious houses in the 
northwest Atlantic are becoming ‘a rare bird’ 
in the words of Dom Bernardo Olivera, Abbot 
General of the Cistercian Order, in the majori- 
ty world six to eight new men’s monastic com- 
munities are being founded each year, to say 
nothing of the women’s, and they are headed 
up by young men and women. 

Notker Wolf OSB, the Abbot Primate of the 
global Benedictine Order, is a former heavy 
metal rock star; a man who is interested in peo- 
ple of all cultures and status and is committed 
to reforming the Benedictine movement. Since 
his election to office in 2000, he has modelled a 
radical leadership of pragmatism and humility. 

On first arriving at Sant’Anselmo, the 
Benedictine headquarters and university on the 
Aventine Hill, he quickly fled to the slums in 
the narrow streets on the far side of the Tiber. 
While making it clear that the work of the aca- 
demic theologians under his charge at 
Sant’Anselmo’s University is indispensable, he 
also declared it was essential for his own well- 



being to play a regular part in working with the 
slum dwellers - and has done so on a regular 
basis since. 

The Spirit seems to be on the move across the 
Benedictine-Cistercian world. In his greeting to 
the Congress Dom Bernardo spoke of two 
options: one of the Benedictine-Cistercian 
monastic tradition starting to sing their swan 
song; the other of monastic re-evangelisation. 
He said he committed himself to the latter. ‘In 
purgatory there are more monks who have 
sinned through blind fidelity to tradition,’ he 
declared, ‘than through daring creativity in order 
to enrich communication in that said tradition.’ 

Among Notker Wolf’s innovations as Abbot 
Primate is the formation of a new international 
monastic community with a special ecumenical 
interest at St Paul’s Outside the Walls, one of 
Rome’s few great basilicas; and he charged 
each community worldwide to send either a 
monastic to people the community, or a serious 
financial contribution to uphold it. 

Another of his innovations is the introduc- 
tion of a ‘school’ bringing novice guardians 
(coaches of new monastics) from all over the 
world together for three months to equip them 
with training that meets the needs of a 21st 
century monastic community. Br Thomas 
Quin, novice guardian at Burford Priory will be 
participating in this year’s course in Rome from 
March to June. 

Gill Poole is team leader for the Church Mission 
Society's mission movement local team 




EXETER CATHEDRAL 




Exeter Cathedral provides one of the finest examples of 
decorated Gothic architecture in England today. Famous for 
its two Norman towers, West Front statuary, Minstrels" 
Gallery and the longest unbroken stretch of Gothic vaulting 
in the world. Among its treasures are the tallest Bishops 
"Throne"" in this country and a fifteenth century 
astronomical clock. 

• Cathedral open daily • Guided tours of Cathedral 

• Gift shop and Refectory Restaurant • Education Centre 

• Facilities for the disabled 

ALL VISITORS ARE WELCOME TO THE SERVICES WHICH 
TAKE PLACE DAILY 

For further information, please contact Visitors' Officer 
(01 392) 285983 or visit our website at: 
http V/www.exeter-cathejIral .org.uk 



St. Darids Cathedral 




The building dates back from 12th century 
and the ceilings are of special interest. 
Open 8.00am to 6.00pm 

★ DAILY SERVICES ★ 

★ BOOKSHOP ★ 

★ CONCERTS ★ 

★ GUIDED TOURS ★ 

★ DISABLED ACCESS ★ 

www. stdavidscathedral.org.uk 

01437 720199 



Discover nearly 800 
years of history, 
including Britain's 
tallest spire, the 
world's best 
preserved original 
Magna Carta (AD 
1215) and Europe's 
oldest working Clock 
(AD 1386) on a tour 
with one of our 
volunteer guides. Built in just 38 
years, Salisbury is Britain's finest 
13th Century Gothic Cathedral. 
Salisbury Cathedral is situated in the 
largest and best preserved medieval 
Close in Britain. Set amidst historic 
buildings and ancient stone walls it is 
surrounded by eight acres of lawns. 

The inspiration of artists, writers and 
poets its medieval spire dominates the 
city skyline. 

Explore the roof spaces on a tour to 
the top of the tower where you can 



experience 
breathtaking views 
out across Salisbury 
and the surrounding 
countryside and up 
into the spire which 
retains its medieval 
scaffold. 

Enjoy the choral 
traditions which 
have existed here for 
nearly eight centuries in the 
tranquillity of evensong, where boy 
and girl choristers sing daily. 

Relax in the modern Refectory 
Restaurant or visit the shop which 
both offer unique views of the Spire 
soaring high above through their glass 
roof. 

Open daily year round. Donation 
requested on entry. For further 
information call 01722 555120 or 
visit our website 

www.salisburycathedral.org.uk 



“There is no doubt in my 
mind that Salisbury 
Cathedral is the single 
most beautiful structure in 
England and the close 
around it the most 
beautiful space” 

Bill Bryson 
Notes from a Small Island 






Advertisement Feature 




View this jewel of Norman Architecture. 

Here are Saxon carvings and Lord Mountbatten’s 
grave. Guided tours available by arrangement. 
Gift Stall etc. 

Enquiries: 01794 513125 Fax: 01794 523806 

www.romseyabbey.org.uk 




U«« of England's finest Noonan 
Cathedrals, set amidst medieval monastic 
buildings. Dally tours: Tbs Stained Glass 
Museum, Octagon and West Tower tours 
(high season), Brass Rubbing, Gift shop, 
refectory and restaurant. 

Opening Times: 

Summer: Daily ~ 7.00am to 7.00p*m 
Winter: Mon to Sat - 7.30am to 6,00pm 
Sun ~ 7,30am to 5.00pm 
Cathedral Empires; Tel: 01353 667735 



Its time to Discover the HEART OF THE FENS 



For a free guide to the district please call: 01353 662062 
or Email: tic<s'eastcambs.gov.uk quoting Reference CPub. 



Rochester Cathedral 

years of worship andft . 



England's SECOND oldest Cathedral 

Norman Nave and Crypt 
Fine Romanesque fagade 
Medieval wall paintings 
First new Fresco in an English Cathedral 
for 800 years now on view 

GUIDED TOURS 

must be arranged in advance 
joint offer including river trip 

Contact Visits Officer 
T: (01634) 401301 

E: visitsofficer@rochestercathedraluk.org 




Enjoy a superlative day out at 
Britain’s finest medieval Cathedral. 

Tallest Spire in England 404ft/ 12 3m 



Best preserved Magna Carta (1215AD) 



Oldest working clock in Europe (1 386ad) 



Visitor Services, Salisbury Cathedral, 
33 The Close, Salisbury SP1 2EJ 

Tel: 01722 555124 
Fax: 01722 555116 

Email: jan@salcath.co.uk 
Website: salisburycathedral.org.uk 



Close Encounters 



A full day out for groups in Salisbury 
including a guided tour of the Cathedral, 
coffee, admission to one of the 
four Cathedral Close attractions 
and time for shopping. 

£6.75 per adult (min 15 people) 
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World Church 



Training together in Uganda 



Learning lessons in Kimberley and Kuruman 



bv Josie Midwinter 

I RECENTLY had the opportuni- 
ty to go on sabbatical back to 
Bishop Barham College where I 
had taught as a college tutor 
training men (and a few women) 
for ordination in south-west 
Uganda. Most men were married 
and their wives had no opportu- 
nity to share in their training. 
However during my time there 
we were able to start a two weeks 
Wives’ Course for the third year 
students. We realised this was very 
litde, but it was the most we could 
afford within the limited budget 
of the college and with some help 
we received from a church in UK. 
Many wives had only received a 
few years of education and some 
had not much idea of the training 
their husbands were doing. The 
short course went some way to 
helping wives fed more involved 
in their husband's ministry. 

It was good to go back and 
visit last year and see that the col- 
lege has devdoped considerably 
since I left 12 years ago. It is now 
a University College teaching a 
range of courses. The 
Theological Department is still 
training men and women for the 
ordained ministry but many who 



come for courses are now 
upgrading. Men and women 
who train for ministry get the 
opportunity to upgrade whereas 
their spouse (usually wives, but 
not always) often remain at the 
levd of education they achieved 
when they left school. The need 
for what is called a 
Qeigy/Ordinands Leavers and 
Spouses Course still remains. It 
helps the husbands and wives to 
share together and be more effec- 
tive in their ministry. 

Each year the college plans a 
two week course and this year it 
will be from 7 to 21 May. They 
would like to invite 50 couples 
from 11 dioceses in south-west 
Uganda and nine dioceses from 
Rwanda. This will cost approxi- 
mately £4,500. The college has 
set aside £1,500 from its budget, 
but needs an additional £3000 to 
make the course financially 
viable. They are looking to UK 
parishes/partners to help with the 
shortfall. If you are interested in 
supporting this worthwhile 
course ex* want more details 
please contact Revd Josie 
Midwinter, The Vicarage, Gravel 
Lane, Drayton OX14 4HYa 
01235-531374 or email 
josie.midwinter@lineone.net 



bv Keith Lamdin 

A KNOCK at the door brings an 
elderly woman with a young 
baby asking for baptism. She is 
clearly not the mother and 
Christopher the new parish 
Priest at Postmastburg discov- 
ers that this is the grandmother 
The daughter has no idea who 
the father is as she was raped in 
the city. Undoubtedly she is one 
of the 58% of women in South 
Africa who is HTV positive, but 
has gone back to the city leav- 
ing the baby with the extended 
family in the village. 

Hermann the vicar at 
Mbarto, just back from his visit 
to the link parish at Deddington 
with Hugh White the incum- 
bent there, has another funeral 
to do on Saturday. The coffin is 
very ornate and the funeral feast 
is massive. Hermann knows 
that the family has borrowed 
heavily for the cost of the funer- 
al and is working with others to 
try to get a new culture of low 
cost funerals. 

These are just two of the 
many issues that 1 1 clergy from 
the diocese of Kimberley and 
Kuruman shared in their sum- 



mer school this year at 
Kimberley, held at the Railways 
Training centre there. They 
were there to taste working 
with Portfolio and Keith 
Gruneberg, Phillip Tovey and 
Keith Lamdin had travelled 
there to work alongside them 
and to learn from them as well 
as teach them. 

For some years now the 
Culham Trustees, chaired by 
Tony Williamson, have been 
trying to find a way of using 
some of their trust fund income 
to enable some professional 
development for some clergy in 
the Anglican Communion in 
another part of the world. 
Clergy from our link diocese of 
K&K seemed a good idea. 
After a number of meetings to 
explore many options and after 
a couple of visits in both direc- 
tions this was the launch for a 
joint dioceses CME (continuing 
ministerial education) and 
training venture. The overall 
plan is for these 1 1 clergy from 
K & K to work with Portfolio 
towards an award with our 
partner university Oxford 
Brookes. 

The first part was our visit 



and teaching on a summer 
school in Kimberley and the 
second part will be their com- 
ing to stay in Oxford for a cou- 
ple of weeks to continue their 
study. They will be based at 
Ripon College Cuddesdon and 
will be visiting parishes in our 
diocese on the middle weekend. 
Several of them are looking for 
link parishes so it would be 
great to start thinking now if 
you do not have a link with a 
parish. Every parish is the size 
of our diocese apart from a 
couple in Kimberley itself, and 
every parish has what they call 
outstations and we call multi- 
parish benefices. 



We are also looking for 
someone to make a donation to 
help each of these clergy buy 
their own computer so that we 
can be in email contact with 
them. They have committed to 
putting half of the cost from 
their own pocket but we do 
need help to match it. We are 
still waiting to hear from their 
diocesan secretary with an esti- 
mate of the cost, but if any 
reader would like to support 
this work, do get in touch. 

Keith Lamdin is director of 
Stewardship , Training Evangelism 
and Minsitry. He can be contacted at 
keith. iamdin@oxford. anglican. org 




Three archdeacons from Kimberley and Kuruman at a training 
day. photo Keith Lamdin 




Make your home work for you 



W orking from home can be a 
rewarding and enjoyable 
experience. 

There is a fast growing popularity for 
people to welcome overseas students 
into their home on short courses, one or 
two weeks at a time, and teach them 
one-to-one English. 

Offering hospitality to foreign students 
and teaching them in your own home 
can bemost enjoyable and rewarding for 
both teacher and student. Neither of 
you have to travel to your work place 
and the student is totally immersed in 
English, in a way not possible in a 
classroom situation, and feels like a 



member of the family. Most of the 
students are adults, mainly from 
European countries and Japan. 

"We offer a style of teaching that suits 
a growing number of teachers and 
students alike. Many of our teachers 
like the flexibility of working from home 
and welcome the extra income that 
having students for 10 or 12 week* a 
year can provide. Many others, often 
with valuable experience in commerce 
or the professions, have retired early 
and enjoy the new departure that our 
courses represent. Working with 
Intuition Languages enables teachers to 
work on a freelance basis but still 



receive full and professional support," 
says Norman Renshaw, Managing 
Director of InTuition. Teachers should 
hold specific qualifications such as the 
Cambridge CELTA, or Trinity TE SOL. 
In certain circumstances substantial 
experience in English language teaching 
may be considered. A warm and 
friendly personality and the ability to 
communicate are equally important 
requirements. To investigate further 
contact: InTuition Languages on 
08546 588 440 

Email: learn@intuitioniang.com 

or visit the website: 

www.intuitionlang.com 



RADLEY COLLEGE 

Choristerships 




Radley College is looking for boys aged 
7 to 12 attending local schools to join 
the Chapel Choir 

If you have a son who enjoys singing, who 
would benefit from free theory, voice and 
instrumental tuition and is able to come to 
Radley three times a week for tuition and 
rehearsals, please contact: 

Music School Administrator 
Tel: 01235 543034 • Fax: 01235 543166 
gjg@radley.org.uk 



IfcSdik P ackec H 

lifter Canvas 
with Bible a 

Tel: oi 753 2781 1 3 Mission Teaching 

FOR: 10-17 yrs / UIHERE: The Gower, South Wales 

UIHEI1: July & August / FROII): £99 
For more details & free video loan contact: 
youth Office., WEC International, Bulstrode, 
Oxford Rd, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8SZ 

Email: youth-bulstrode@lineone.net Website: www.weccamps.com Ref:RP/05 




Make Money@Home 



Make your house work for you! 

If you are a qualified EFL teacher 
with a spare room, why not host 
and teach mature overseas students on 
short courses. Excellent rates. 

Call Steve on: 08456 588 440 

oremail: Intuition 

learn@intuitionlang.com i . I n g u » g * s 






OUR 

LADY’S 



1C0NVENT 

MS E N I 0 R 
S^SCHOOL 



Radley Road, 
Abingdon 0X14 3PS 

Founded in 1860 
by the Sisters of Mercy 

400 girls aged 11*18 




Dynamic ♦ Exciting ♦ Substantial value added 
♦ High academic standards ♦ Two ICT Suites ♦ Small classes 

♦ Caring Christian environment ♦ Indoor swimming pool 
♦ Extensive bus network ♦ Popular Sixth Form Centre 

♦ Scholarships and bursaries ♦ Attractive modern facilities 

01235 524658 



web: www.olcss.org.uk email: office@olcss.org.uk 
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Advertising 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 





25 JULY- 30 MY 2005 

m cm MISIC 

Details from: 

38 Different Creative Courses RICHARD SPEED 

communicated with enthusiasm Gable End 

and good humour Hatford 

Faringdon 

richard@thespeeds.freeserve.co.uk Oxon SN7 8JF 

www.oxfordsummerschool.com Fax/Tel: 01367 710593 

/ 




St Mary’s School 

Wantage 

Telephone: 01235 773800 
Fax: 01235 760467 

Email: admin@stmarys.oxon.sch.uk 
www.stmarys.oxon.sch.uk 

Girls' Independent C of E Boarding 
and Day School Ages 11-18 
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of 'getting away 7 is undisputed 



WEC Camps offers an 
opportunity to explore the 
Christian faith in an 
interesting and stimulating way, in the context of an action 
packed holiday programme. Alongside sports, craft, 
swimming, volley ball or football, there is clear Christian 
teaching and presentation of what God is doing around the 
world. The value of 'getting away' is undisputed and we find 
teaching given in church week by week is crystallised and 
clear steps forward in belief and faith are seen. This is in 
addition to growth in confidence and development of social 
skills which develop naturally in a week on camp. Warrior 
and Teen Camp are run under canvas, home being a bell or 
ridge tent in a farmer's field, but we do provide camp beds, 
blankets, pillows so that the youngsters have some 



home comforts. 

Our Warrior Camp (10 -13), is highly structured with 
organised games, craft activities, sports and swimming. Our 
high leader camper ratio (1:3) provides good supervision 
and support in this non stop, action packed programme. 

Teen camp (13-17), has a more laid back approach where 
the balance is held between treating our campers as young 
adults, giving them a good deal of choice while still providing 
a structure which gives security and ensures a safe 
environment. Here as well as the usual camp games and 
swimming a wide variety of activities is on offer, ranging 
from, for example, craft, sketching, rambling through to 



mountain biking, abseiling or 
canoeing. Campers choose 
from six or seven activities 
each afternoon. We seek to provide for the sporty and not so 
energetic and so give campers time 'just to crash out' too. 
This year our sites are on the Gower, South Wales. Our costs 
are inclusive of all general activities, with certain "specials" 
subsidised by the camp. (At teens particularly, we seek to 
keep the basic fee low, and then add on a contribution for 
optional specialised activities). Cost for 2005, from £99. 
For more details, brochures and video (free loan), ring Paul 
Round on 01753 278113 or email: youth- 
bulstrode@lineone.net or check out: www.weccamps.com 
For a wider range of holidays for young people, check out: 
www.cci.org.uk 



The value 





KlNGHAM HILL is a family-style co- 
educational boarding and day school for 
boys and girls from 11 to 18 years of 
age. The School has a strong Christian 
8^ ethos and excellent 



pastoral 

£ care offering each student the 
opportunity to develop true strength 
of character preparing them for the 
realities of life. We offer a wide range 
of creative and educational opportunities 
and have an inclusive Sixth Form offering 
traditional A levels and vocational studies. 

You can find out more by visiting our 
website. Or call us and ask to talk to Sheila, 
a current parent who will be happy to chat 
over any questions or concerns you might 
have. 



www.kingham-hiII.oxon.sch.uk 



Headmistress: Mrs S Sowden 

• Scholarships at Sixth form for Academic Ability 
and Music 

• Scholarships at 13+ for Academic Ability 
and Music, Art or Sport 

• Bursaries for the daughters of clergy 

• Excellence in Art. Drama. ICT and Music 

• We take our weekends seriously! 

• New Campus-Wide Wireless 
Laptop Computer Link 

For further information or to arrange a visit 
please contact the 

Admissions Registrar on 

01235 768323 



Activ' Lang French language holidays 

Improve your conversational skills and acquire 
insights into contemporary French life! 
Courses are designed for adults and take 
place in a tranquil location in the Parc Naturel 
Regional du Perigord Limousin. 

www.activIang.coni / Tel: 0033 4 92727270 



The LODGE TRUST 

The Lodge 
MARKET OVERTON 
Oakham 
Rutland LE15 7PL 
Telephone: 01572 767234 

The Lodge Trust provides a Christian 
home and place of work for adults 
with learning disabilities. 



Opportunities exist for enthusiastic, 
well motivated people to join our care 
support team. 

Registered Charity 

No. 516835 INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 



l 



KlNGHAM HILL SCHOOL | KlNGHAM | CHIPPING NORTON | OXON | 0X7 6TH | TEL +44 (0)1608 658999 



At the top arid still climbing 



I n matters of schools and league tables Oxfordshire 
is one of the country's most competitive arenas. 
Any estate agent will cite the county's numerous, 
highly rated schools, both independent and state, as a 
prime reason for the high cost of property in the area 
and the scramble to buy. 

For Abingdon's relatively small sized independent 
school, Our Lady's Convent Senior School to be 
ranked 3rd in the county, in a recently published Daily 
Telegraph League Table is a notable achievement, 
especially since it lost out on an even higher ranking 
by only two points. Moreover the school achieved 34th 
place in the entire country in the new 'value added' 
rating system, formally introduced by the Government 
in January this year. This is a means by which a pupil's 
actual examination results are measured against 
predictions made at the time he or she entered a 
school, which is probably more significant in assessing 
teaching ability and pupil motivation. Two such systems 
MIDYS and ALYS devised and developed at Durham 
University are used at Our Lady's Convent Senior 
School. 

Examination Results are always published to a chorus 
of allegations that standards are being 'dumbed down'. 
Mrs Lynne Renwick however newly appointed Head 
mistress of our Lady's whose career spans both 
private and state sectors believes today's system is 
more comprehensive and rigorous then the old GCE 






Cranford House 

...where tradition meets 



tomorrow 



An Independent GSA School for girls 3-16 
and boys 3-7 

• New senior library & teaching block 

• Purpose built nursery for 3-4 year olds 

• School Transport available in selected 
areas 

• Development of confidence, character 
and personality 

• All-round opportunities for every pupil 

For further details and to arrange a visit please 
contact: 

The Registrar 

Cranford House School, Moulsford, 
Oxfordshire 0X10 9HT 

Telephone: 01491 651218 

E.Mail: office@cranfordhouse.oxon.sch.uk 
www.cranfordhouse.oxon.sch.uk 
Cranford House is situated on the A329 between 
Streatley and Wallingford 

Registered Charity No: 280883 



and A Levels. Mrs Renwick attributes the school's 
success principally to the enthusiasm and dedication of 
her staff and speaks warmly of her pupils as 'really 
great, friendly and calm'. 



I.A.P.S. 




C.S.A. 



St George’s School, 
Windsor Castle 

Visit our extensive 
website to find out 
more! 

Tel: 01753 865553 

Email: 

enqs@stgwindsor.co.uk 

Website: 

www.stgwindsor.co.uk 



Doesn't this look fun? 

Why not come and visit us to see for 
yourself what goes on in all areas of the 
curriculum at this "delightful, happy, 
well run school" Boys 3-7, Girls 3-11 
Bursary scheme available 




For more details please 
jIXffSST rin g Maggi Shellard, the 
liSJLixl Registrar on 01235 523789 

The Manor Preparatory School 

Abingdon, Oxon, 0X13 6LN 
Email : registrar@manorprep.org 
Website :www.manorprep.org 
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TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



Advertising 



Education . . . 

Education... Education 

WHAT MATTERS IN EDUCATION? 



It matters just who is teaching your 
children. Nothing beats a good teacher. It 
matters how many children are in each class 
and whether or not the teachers are friendly 
and supportive. Swanboume has a strong 
reputation for pastoral care and a generous 
training programme. We were one of the 
first schools to adopt the Government 
scheme where good graduates can train on 
the job, bringing highly qualified and 
experienced teachers into the profession. We 
never start a year with more than seventeen 



children in our Prep School classes and 
fifteen in the Pre-Prep. 

It makes a difference if your children go to a 
School where high academic and sporting 
standards are promoted and maintained, for 
each ability level. So far this year, in 2005, 
Swanbourne has won eleven scholarships 
and awards and a further six pupils will be 
going to Grammar School. There are more 
scholarships to come before the summer. 

In this day and age, it matters whether your 
children learn to work with others and how 



they view their neighbour. The School is 
underpinned by Christian principles. We are 
passionate about the sort of education that 
makes a difference, including opportunities 
for leadership. 

If you are thinking about Independent 
Education for boys or girls between the ages 
of 3-13, then we would be pleased to show 
you around Swanboume House School. Tel. 
Mrs. K. Hollowday, Registrar on 01296 
720264 and ask about entries, scholarships 
and bursaries. 



ST JOSEPH'S 
CONVENT SCHOOL 

St Joseph's is an independent Catholic day school, 
which welcomes girls of all denominations and 
faiths. 

The Preparatory Department is housed in a purpose 
built complex, which is adjacent to the Senior 
Department campus. This enables resources to be 
shared, such as the information technology suite and 
the indoor swimming pool. Classrooms and 
laboratories throughout the school are well equipped 
and within the grounds there is a full range of 
outdoor sporting facilities. 

Our examination results are excellent. Last year, a 
99% pass rate at Advanced Level was achieved, 
with 55% of the passes at Grade A or B. At GCSE, 
a pass rate of 100% was achieved, with 93% of the 
pupils gaining five or more passes at Grades A* to 
C. In the Preparatory Department, all eligible seven- 
year-olds achieved Level 2 or better at Key Stage 1. 
At Key Stage 2, all eligible eleven-year-olds achieved 
Level 4 in Mathematics, English and Science, with 
69% achieving Level 5 in all three subjects. 

St Joseph's offers a safe and happy environment in 
which academic and social skills, individual talent 
and consideration of the needs of others are 
developed. If this is the type of school you are 
looking for, why not visit us. We would be delighted 
to show you what we have to offer at St Joseph's. 

To arrange an appointment, please telephone the 
school on: 0118 966 1000. 



Christ Church Cathedral School 




VOICE TRIAL 

by arrangement 

CHORAL SCHOLARSHIP 

60% of boarding fees 

Boys' Day Preparatory School, 27a to 13 
Full Boarding for the Choristers of 
Christ Church Cathedral 

We believe in quality and breadth of education, based 
around modern practices and Christian values, 
combined with traditions dating back to 1546. 

Housed in a combination of historic and modern 
buildings in the heart of Oxford, and with beautiful 
playing fields, we offer outstanding cultural 
opportunities. 

For further details please contact: 

The Registrar 

3 Brewer Street, Oxford 0X1 1QW. 

Tel: 01865 242561 Fax: 01865 202945 

e-mail: schooloffice@cccs.org.uk 
Please visit our website: www.cccs.org.uk 



Swanbourne House 



I APS, Co-Ed, Boarding & Day, Prep School for 3-13 year olds 



FRIDAY 




wwu 

MORNING 



10 JUNE 



■ ■ ■ ma ^ onnr 1000am 

FOR PROSPECTIVE PARENTS zvu:> : 123 fr m 

LESSONS 



if , 



For details contact Mrs C Hollowday 
Swanbourne House School 

Milton Keynes MK17 OHZ 

telephone 01296 720 264 fax 01296 728 089 
www.swanbourne.org email office@swanbourne.org 

registered charity no. 310640 



ACTIVITIES 



SPORT 



CHOIRS 



Close to Buckingham, Woburn, Milton Keynes, Leighton Buzzard, Aylesbury 

Preparation for top public schools 







I- 1 < 




When I grow up I'm going to 
be 

Co-educational day school 3-11 years 
Broad Curriculum 
All Day Care & After School Activities 
7.45am - 6.30 pm 



Caring, warm & supportive environment 



LADYMEDE 

Member of I.S.A 

LITTLE KIMBLE, AYLESBURY, BUCKS. HP17 OXP 

Tel: 01844 346154 

Email: ladymede@indschool.org 






ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL 

READING, BERKSHIRE 

An independent day school for girls of all denominations and 
faiths, aged 3 to 18 years. 



Applications are now 
invited for entry in 
September 2005. 
Applications are also 
invited for early entry 
into the Kindergarten 
and Reception 
Classes. 



OPEN MORNING 

Preparatory Department 
Saturday 1 1 June 2005 

OPEN EVENING 

Senior Department 
Thursday 20 October 2005 



For further iiformation and a copy of our prospectus, please contact: 

ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL, 

UPPER REDLANDS ROAD, READING, BERKSHIRE RG1 5JT 

Tel: 0118 966 1000 
www.st-josephs.reading.sch.uk 

St Joseph's Convent School is a registered charity, which exists to provide education for girls 






phorntoi ^ 

Convent of Jesus & Mary 

Featured once again in The Times Top Schools Listings 




There are a limited 
number of places 
left for entry to the 
school this 
September. 

Telephone the 
school to book an 
individual 
appointment to 
view the school 
and meet our 
pupils, 

headmistress & 
staff. 



Just 8 miles from MK & 5 miles from 
Buckingham off the A421 & A422 

01280 812610 

Thornton, Milton Keynes, MK17 OHJ 

registrar@thorntoncollege.com 

www.thorntoncollege.com 

Because every child deserves the best 





COURSES TRAIN 

Door 



on 



APRIL 

Sat 2 DEDDINGTON Cambrian 
Male Voice Choir Tonypandy, 
Deddington Church, 7.30pm. 
Tickets £10 (children under 16 
£7.50), available at the door. 

Sat 2 SLOUGH A piano recital 
by Keith Bosley, St. Mary’s Parish 
Church, Church Street, Slough, 
12pm. Free. 

Wed 6 SLOUGH A Signed 
Church Service using British Sign 
Language, Slough Deaf Centre, 
1.15pm. All welcome. 

Sat 9 WENDOVER Concert by 
the Alberni String Quartet, St. 
Mary’s Wendover, 8pm. 01296 
622805. 

Sat 9 DORCHESTER 

Commotio perform Howells and 
Rutter in association with Music 
for Autism, Dorchester Abbey, 
7.30pm. 

Sat 9 AMERSHAM Course: An 



Introduction to St Gregory of 
Nazianzus, St Michaels and All 
Angels. Tickets £10. Tel. 01494 
583266. www.earlychurch.co.uk 
Sat 9 DEDDINGTON Course: 
Centring Prayer Introductory 
Workshop, SS Peter and Paul, 
10am. £10, please bring a packed 
lunch. 01993 810984 
Sat 9 ISLIP Race Night, Islip 
Village Hall, 7.30pm. 01865 
376843. 

Sun 10 OXFORD A Signed 
Church Service using British Sign 
Language, Oxford Deaf Centre, 
3pm. All welcome. 

Wed 13 ELSFIELD BRF Quiet 
Day ‘Challenge of Extending the 
Family’. Explore this topic using 
the Book of Ruth as a guide. 
Elsfield Church 10am-4pm. 
Tickets £17.50, lunch included. 
Contact 01865 319704. 

Fri 22 FINGEST Healing Service 
with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am. 01491 571231. 

Fri 22 WINKFIELD Flower 



ING CO 

compiled by Clare Wenham 

APRIL 2005 

arranging demonstration for two 
church funds, by Fred Wilkinson 
of Constance Spry. Tickets £10 
including glass of wine. 01344 
890240. 

Sat 23 FLACKWELL HEATH 

Fair Trade Fashion show, Christ 
Church Flackwell Heath, 7pm. 
Opportunity to browse and buy. 
Tickets £2 (children free) includ- 
ing glass of fair trade wine and 
light refreshments. 01628 
533004 or email: 
admin@ccfh.org.uk 
Sat 23 OLNEY ‘Madness and 
the Muse: Depression and 

Creativity in William Cowper 
and John Clare’, The Olney 
Centre, Olney, Bucks, 10am. 
Speakers include the Bishop of 
Oxford and Professor John 
Goodridge from Nottingham 
Trent University. Programme 
includes a guided tour of the 
Cowper and Newton Museum, 
poetry and prose readings, lunch 
and dinner. 01234 711516. 

MAY 

Wed 11 - Sat 14 WESTMIN- 
STER CATHEDRAL Festival of 
Flowers and Music, 9.30am - 
2pm (tickets £15 each), 2-6pm 
(tickets £10 each). 020 7931 
6028 



Get your Good News direct to your local 
newspapers, radio and television 

www.unauthorisedversion.co.uk 

The Church’s own 
news agency 



NFERENCES WORKSHOPS 



Christ the Cornerstone 
25th Anniversary 
Celebrations 
Wed 6 

Eat and worship together and 
discover the story of 
Cornerstone past and present 

Sat 9 

Traditional ‘beating of the 
Parish bounds’. Walks around 
the parish, including visiting key 
sites in Cornerstone’s history. 

The walk will be in sections and 
will include refreshment stops. 
5.30pm Roman Catholic Mass 
Sun 10 

Celebration Service followed by 
cake and refreshments 

Sun 17 

Anniversary Service with 
Baroness Kathleen Richardson, 
10.30am 

All at Christ the Cornerstone, 
Milton Keynes 
Walter Greaves , tel. 01 604 
864600 



BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 

Sundays 6-9 am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 



Courses 

St Albans & Oxford Ministry 
Summer Courses (SAOMC) 
From 26 Apr: 

Introducing the Old Testament 

(10 sessions) 

Christology and the Trinity (10) 
Human Development (10) 

NT Theology I: Hebrews, Peter, 
James, Revelation (5) 

Recent Liturgical Devlopments 
(2 double) 

All at Ripon College, Cuddesdon 
Gill Pratley, SAOMC , Diocesan 
Church House, tel. 0186S 208260 

When a death happens'- 
how do you begin to help? 

Saturday Seminars: 

2 Apr Bereavement through 
suicide 

16 Apr Do men & women 
grieve differently? 

30 Apr When a post mortem 
is necessary 

21 May Children’s needs after 
somecfhe special dies 
4 June How does grief affect 
our lives? The importance of 
memories 

St Peter’s Centre, Iver, Bucks 
10am-12 noon £10 each; 

01494 479748, e-mail 

training@childbereavement. 

org.uk 



Towards Ttade Justice 
Mon 11 

Trade Justice is part of the 
Make Poverty History cam- 
paign. But what is Trade 
Justice? And how do we 
work towards it? 

Join us during the Global Week 
of Action on Trade for an 
evening with 

Richard Harries (Bishop of 
Oxford), 

Muhammad Imran (Education 
Officer, Islamic Relief), 
Pushpanath Krishnamurthy 
(Oxfam Make Trade Fair), 
Andrew Smith (MP, Oxford 
East). 

Chaired by Wendy Tyndale 
(Consultant on Faith and 
Development), St. Aldates, 
Oxford, 7pm. 01865 378059. 
ccowinfo@fish.co.uk 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins; 
11.1 5am Sung Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong 

Weekdays: 7.1 Sam Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 

6pm Evensong (Thursdays 
Sung Eucharist 6pm) 
Wednesdays only: 1 .05pm 
Holy Communion 



'And let the peace of Christ 
rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in the 
one body. 9 Col.3:15 
Let us pray to God our Father 
through His son Jesus Christ, 
in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
for: 

Fri 1 Reading Deanery. Please 
pray for all who live and work 
in our large deanery. Especially 
for those who seek ways of 
shaping the future by engaging 
people outside the local church 
situation - working in schools, 
with young people, in the 
workplace, with Asian 
Christians, and in the daily 
round of parish life. For the 
area dean - Brian Shenton: 
synod lay chairman - Mary 
Harwood: clergy - Susan Van 
Beveren, Colin Bass, Elizabeth 
Jackson: licensed lay ministers 

- Clifford Powell, Tony 
Bushell, Len Harris. Reading 
Deaf Church: clergy - Roger 
Williams: licensed lay ministers 

- Ken Dyson, Janice Palmer. 
Sat 2 Beech Hill, Grazeley and 
Spencers Wood: clergy - 
Maureen Devine: churchwar- 
dens during the vacancy. 
Shinfield St Mary: 
Churchwardens during the 
vacancy: licensed lay ministers 

- Michael Dexter-Elisha, Chris 
Leslie. Swallowfield All Saints: 
churchwardens during the 
vacancy. 

The Second Sunday Of 
Easter 

Sun 3 The Diocesan 
Communications Committee: 
chairman - David Winter; 
director - Richard Thomas: 
web manager - Philip Hind: 
assistant - Natalie Abbott: edi- 
tor of The DOOR - Rebecca 
Paveley: for those who con- 



tribute to the production, colla- 
tion and dissemination of 
information and articles. 

Mon 4 The Annunciation 

Caversham Group Ministry. 
Caversham St Peter and 
Mapledurham St Margaret: 
clergy - Richard Kingsbury, 
Heather Serjeant, Keith Knee- 
Robinson, Alveen Thoresen: 
licensed lay ministers - John 
Madeley, Bill Vincent. 
Caversham St Andrew: clergy - 
Keith Kinnaird. 

flies 5 Caversham St John the 
Baptist: clergy - Philip 
Dallaway. 

Emmer Green St Barnabas with 
Caversham Park Local 
Ecumenical Partnership: clergy 

- Derek Chandler, Lynne 
Davies, Margaret Dimmick: 
licensed lay ministers - 
Elizabeth Gash, Paula 
Andrews. 

Wed 6 Woodley Team 
Ministry: Woodley St John the 
Evangelist with Emmanuel 
Church Centre and Woodley 
Airfield Church: clergy - Ann 
Douglas, Jon Honour, Jason 
Reid, Lyn Comerford: licensed 
lay minister - Susan Walters. 
Southlake St James: clergy - 
Moira Astin, Timothy Astin: 
licensed lay ministers - David 
Fulford, David Karsten, 

Michael Patterson. 

Thu 7 Earley St Nicholas: cler- 
gy - Dan Tyndall, David 
Webster. Earley St Peter: clergy 

- Derek Spears, Rosalind 
Rutherford: licensed lay minis- 
ters - Roy Baxter, Carole Cull. 
Earley Trinity Local 
Ecumenical Partnership: clergy 

- Simon Howard, Nick 
Thompson. 

Fri 8 Reading All Saints: cler- 
gy - Henry Everett: licensed lay 
ministers - Sylvia Cummins, 



Anthony Green. Reading 
Christ Church: clergy - David 
West: pastoral assistants - J 
Croton, P Smith. 

Reading St Giles:, clergy - 
Michael Melrose 
Sat 9 Reading St John the 
Evangelist and St Stephen: cler- 
gy - Tony Vigars, Suzanne 
Knight, Ali Marshall, Nick 
Benson: licensed lay ministers - 
Alan Lawrence, Peter Marshall, 
Jeremy Thake. 

The Third Sunday of 
Easter 

Sun 1 0 Trade Justice Week 
Mon 1 1 Reading St Luke with 
St Bartholomew: clergy - Nigel 
Hardcastle, Richard 
Christopher, Brian Blackman, 
Christine Blackman. 

Tlie 1 2 Reading St Mary with 
St Laurence: clergy - Brian 
Shenton, Chris Russell, 

Rebekah Little. Reading St 
Mark and Reading Holy 
Trinity: clergy - David Peters, 
Charles Card-Reynolds. 

Wed 13 Reading Greyfriars: 
clergy - Jonathan Wilmot, Jon 
Westall, Phil Andrew: licensed 
lay ministers - Philip Giddings, 
Sue Wilmot, Dennis Parker, 
John Ledger, Christine Ledger: 
youth worker - Derek Attrill: 
lay pastor - P Dolphin, P 
Cooke. 

Thu 1 4 Reading St Agnes 
with St Paul and St Barnabas: 
clergy - Vernon Orr, Diane 
Reid, Eve Houghton. Calcot St 
Birinus: clergy - Alan Barnes. 
Fri 15 Reading St Matthew: 
clergy - John Hudson, Peter 
Grosse. Tilehurst St Catherine 
of Siena: clergy - Denis Smith: 
licensed lay ministers - Tony 
Bartlett, Mike Heather, Pam 
Toon. Cornwell Community 
Church: licensed lay minister - 



Tony Bartlett. 

Sat 1 6 Tylehurst St George 
and Tilehurst St Mary 
Magdalen: clergy - Adam 
Carlill, Michael Oke. Tilehurst 
St Michael: clergy - Fred 
Dawson: licensed lay ministers 

- Anne Attewell, Don Wark. 

The Fourth Sunday of 
Easter 

Sun 1 7 Vocations Sunday For 
all involved in discerning, 
encouraging and supporting 
the development of vocations: 
the network chairman - Hilary 
Unwin and all deanery advis- 
ers. 

Mon 1 8 Milton Keynes 
Deanery. We give thanks for 
Milton Keynes and the great 
diversity found in this city. We 
pray particularly for the dean- 
ery planning group as it visits 
each PCC and ecumenical 
council over the coming year. 
We pray for courage, imagina- 
tion and vision as we face the 
challenges of how to be an 
effective church in a rapidly 
growing city. We pray for sen- 
sitivity for our city planners 
and all who make decisions 
which will affect our future. 

We remember our hospital, 
the Trust and staff, patients 
and especially the chaplaincy 
team, including Revd Carole 
Hough and Revd Tim Clapton. 
For the area dean - Mandy 
Marriott: synod lay chairman - 
Paul Bright: industrial chaplain 

- G Skipsey: sector team - 
Stephen Norrish, Graham 
Ghaleb, Ruth Walker-Singh: 
licensed lay minister - Peggy 
Faithfull. 

Hie 1 9 We pray for the dean- 
ery in its partnership with the 
Milton Keynes Churches 
Council as we seek to plan for 



mission and ministry in the 
future - the ecumenical moder- 
ator - Mary Cotes: the director 
of Christian training - Peter 
Ballantine: the chairman - M 
Morris. 

Wed 20 Bletchley St Mary: 
clergy - Mike Archer, 

Catherine Butt, Mark Adam, 
Janet Lawrence: licensed lay 
minister - Robin Rowles, 
Richard Catherall. St John’s 
district Church: lay pastors - O 
Hermes, R Catherall. 

Thu 21 Waddon Way Church 
Local Ecumenical Partnership: 
clergy - Alan Bird, lay pastors 

- Peter Cutler, Sue Gibbs, Ken 
Pitkethly, P Bates. 

Fri 22 Fenny Stratford St 
Martin: clergy - Victor 
Bullock, Ian Thomas. 

Sat 23 St George Milton 
Keynes Christ the Cornerstone 
Local Ecumenical Partnership: 
clergy - David Tatem, Kevin 
McGinnell, Beverley Hollins: 
licensed lay minister - Marian 
Balance. 

The Fifth Sunday of 
Easter 

Sun 24 For all clergy and 
parishes as they adapt to or 
prepare for staff changes - that 
these will generate opportuni- 
ties for all to develop their 
ministries and the corporate 
life of the church in the com- 
munity. 

Mon 25 Mark the 
Evangelist Stantonbury and 
Willen Team Local Ecumenical 
Partnership: clergy - Judy 
Rose. Great Linford St Andrew 
and Giffard Park and 
Blakelands Community 
Church: clergy - Peter 
Ballantine; licensed lay minister 

- Arthur Chadwick. Bradwell 
Church, St Lawrence and 



Methodist Chapel; clergy - 
Andy Jowitt. Downs Bam, The 
Cross and Stable and Willen St 
Mary Magdalene: clergy - Paul 
Smith. Stantonbury Christ 
Church: clergy - R Walker- 
Singh, M Prisk: licensed lay 
minister - Cis Jones. New 
Bradwell: clergy - Chris 
Collinge: licensed lay minister - 
Barry Fleming. New Bradwell 
Methodist: clergy - Margaret 
Goodall. 

Hie 26 Stony Stratford St 
Mary and St Giles and 
Calverton All Saints: clergy - 
Ross Northing, Giles Pinnock: 
church army - Janet Northing. 
Wed 27 Walton Team 
Ministry Local Ecumenical 
Partnership: clergy - David 
Lunn, Stuart Dennis, Susan 
Jackson: licensed lay minister - 
Phyllis Bunnett. 

Thu 28 Water Eaton St 
Frideswide: clergy - Mandy 
Marriott. Water Eaton Local 
Ecumenical Partnership: clergy 
- Christopher Bell. 

Fri 29 Wading Valley Team 
Ministry Local Ecumenical 
Partnership: clergy - Richard 
Davis, Pauline Hardy, Mike 
Morris, Tim Norwood, Pauline 
Barnes, Neil Eldridge: licensed 
lay minister - Phyllis Bunnett. 
Sat 30 Wolverton: clergy 
Jeremy Trigg. Woughton Team 
Ministry Local Ecumenical 
Partnership: clergy - 
Woolstones Holy Trinity - 
Kevin McGarahan, Woughton- 
on-the-Green St Mary - 
Duncan Bames, Christ the Vine 
Community Church - David 
Rudiger, Fishermead Trinity 
Centre - Janet Conway: 
licensed lay ministers - Mike 
Davidge, Paul Norris, Tony 
Stanyer, Alison Wale: chaplain 
to people at work - Ian Parker. 
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A ‘how to’ book that 
leaves nothing to chance 



Cartoon guide to the Bible 
sheds new light 



By Sue Boovs 

NEXT to the real clarity of the 
text and layout the most 
appealing thing about this 
book is the fact that it is so 
clearly the product of experi- 
ence! There are now rather a 
lot of ‘How to...’ do craft and 
worship books on the market 
and most share at least some 
of the same ideas. Although 
this is no exception there are 
two reasons why it is a partic- 
ularly good and useful tool. 

Because the authors draw 
on practical experience it does 
not leave anything to chance. 
You will not embark on a 
project from this book and 
find it too difficult or simply 
unworkable half way through. 
This is an excellent practical 



work of reference - with 
‘How to’ sections that are 
detailed and informative with- 
out being prescriptive - the 
authors say that they want 
people to be creative and 
enjoy and they leave enough 
latitude for inspiration! 

The second reason for call- 
ing this an ‘exceptionally 
good’ book is its careful litur- 
gical sense. This is a resource 
for congregations and in a 
thoroughly sensible and unpa- 
tronising way it makes no 
assumptions about what those 
congregations know and sets 
out to ensure that the work- 
shops and creative activity it 
inspires will be rooted in 
scripture and relate to and 
enhance the liturgy. So in the 
section on colour, as well as 



and before practical informa- 
tion on colour mixing, there is 
a brief but clear and relevant 
explanation of how and why 
the colour is used in our 
churches. 

At £16.99 it’s quite an 
investment but if I were start- 
ing afresh I’d buy this before 
many similar books already 
on my bookshelf! 

Sue Booys is Team Rector of 
Dorchester ; Oxon 




A challenging insight into the archbishop’s gospel 



by Michael Brierley 

I HAVE only read the barest 
scraps of Rowan Williams’s 
writings - though these and 
the odd sermon have suggest- 
ed a recurring theme or two. 
Mike Higton (son of Tony, of 
the Church’s Ministry among 
Jewish People), who lectures 
in theology at the University 
of Exeter, has done us the 
service of setting out the prin- 
cipal themes and emphases of 
the archbishop’s work to date, 
providing us with a comple- 
ment to (and something more 
substantial than) the biogra- 
phical introduction to the 
archbishop and his thought 
published by the journalist 



Rupert Shorn in 2003. 

Higton has approached his 
task with modesty (he offers 
little critique), thoughtfulness 
(he gives some helpful mental 
illustrations), and thorough- 
ness (he draws on a full range 
of the archbishop’s books, 
articles, reviews, and online 
sermons and addresses). 
While the denseness of the 
archbishop’s writing is some- 
times reflected in Higton ’s 
own, Higton shows how the 
archbishop’s ‘gospel’ is indeed 
‘difficult’, on account of the 
depth of its challenge. 

The result is an extremely 
useful tool and an essential 
starting-point for getting to 
grips with the archbishop’s 



theology, and we can be very 
grateful to Higton for provid- 
ing it. It made me, for one, all 
the more grateful to God for 
the archbishop and the bless- 
ing which he and his percep- 
tion are for the Church. He is, 
quite simply, amazing. Forgive 
the pun, but something 
greater than the Temple (and 
the Ramsey) is here! 

Michael Brierley is chaplain to 
the Bishop of Oxford 

DI FFI CULT G OSPEL: 
THETHEQLQQY OF 
ROW AN WIL LIAMS 
MIKE HIGTQN 




ORGANIST 

Committed Christian 
and MA, FRCO 

is available to deputise at 
short notice, including 
weddings and funerals. 
Wide experience : 
reasonable fee 

Tel: (01993) 813933 



Give your Furniture 
a New Lease of Life! 

We offer specialist repair or full restoration to ali 
your Wooden furniture, Upholstery, and Leather, 
carried out in the home or in our workshops 

• Scratches, dents, burns removed 

• Cuts & rips repaired 

• Surfaces refinished or reconditioned 

• Cushions refilled 

• Spring, zips, castors, buttons replaced 

• Expert colour matching and ... much more! 

YOU’LL BE AMAZED AT THE DIFFERENCE 
IT WILL MAKE TO YOUR HOME! 



For a free, no obligation quote, please call 0800 328 3671 




* E Taylor fir Sons * 

FUNERAL SERVICES 
MEMORIAL MONUMENTAL WORK 



Private Chapel 
of Rest 




24 Hour 
Personal Service 






21 Corbett Road, Carterton, Oxon 

01993 842421 



/• 



Suffering from Cancer: 

• Swellings • Skin Thickening 

• Restlessness • Sleep Disturbance 

• Emotional Distress * Pain 

Why not try? 

• Dr Vodder Manual Lymph 

Drainage (MLD) 

Marie-France Bewley 

MA (Hons), ITEC, MIIR, MIFA, MLD (UK) 

For more information, please contact: 

160 Oxford Road, Abingdon, OXON 0X14 2AF 

*3 01235 555932 or 01865 558561 

www. mf bewley. org.uk 
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by Wayne Massey 

DO you find the Bible an easy 
read? If so this article is not for 
you. However, if like me, you 
often find that The Bible is a 
complex and difficult book to 
understand, then read on! 

There are a lot of books 
available introducing the 
Bible, its themes, books, char- 
acters and message. Few do it 
quite like the Bible from 
Scratch, A Lightening Tour 
from Genesis to Revelation, a 
cartoon based (yes cartoon 
based) introduction to the 
good book/Bible. 

So the story of Abraham, 
Sarah and their family is 
likened to an ancient soap 
opera, complete with family 
tree explaining who was relat- 
ed to whom and married 
whom! With Esther we get a 
drawing of Haman’s 75ft gal- 
lows, and are tempted to read 
the story in order to find for 
whom it was intended. 
Another family tree appears 



for the Herods. 

Every book gets a chapter. 
Who wrote the book, why, to 
whom was it addressed. What 
is the book about and how 
can it help us today. And all 
presented in a fun and accessi- 
ble manner. In addition there 
is loads of information filling 
in gaps in your knowledge and 
helping you to navigate the 
Bible. A table telling you 
where to find all of Jesus’ 
parables, a section on why the 
gospel accounts can be trusted 
as historically accurate and 
another section on the 
Pharisees, who they were and 
what they believed. 

I love this book. It may not 
get me through my theology 
finals but it is a great read. It 
is fun and informative. The 
Bible from Scratch helps the 
Bible come alive. This is not 
one of those books you do not 
want to put down, rather it is 
one that demands to be put 
down so you can pick up 
another book, namely the one 



it has been telling you about. 

Wayne Massey is training for 
ordination at Wycliffe Hall , 
Oxford. He is also one of BBC 
Radio Oxford's ’ trainee vicars' 
and you can hear his audio 
diary each week on Sunday 
Breakfast, six until 9am on 
95.2FM. 




New book by David 
Winter 

'Old Words, New Life', a new 
book by Christian broadcast- 
er, author and Door columnist 
David Winter, is published this 
month. David selects 40 
words from the Old Testament 
and examines their signifi- 
cance. Priced £6.99, it is 
published by BRF. 



Lanzarote ■ "The Jewel in the Crown" 



T he island of Lanzarote is less 
than four hours from the U K. 

It is situated 70 miles off the 
West Coast of Africa and is known as 
the "Jewel in the Crown of the 
Atlantic Ocean". 

It is 37 miles long and 12 miles wide 
and has temperatures ranging from 
21 degrees C (70F) in January to 29 
degrees C (84F) in August The 



annual rainfall is about 5.5 inches 
making this the perfect year round 
destination. 

As with the other Canary Islands, 
Lanzarote is Volcanic in origin and 
has fantastic landscapes, the 
mountain ranges are dramatic as are 
the white beaches of Papagayo and 
Playa Blanca. 

Playa Blanca is at the Southern most 
part of the Island and was once a 
small fishing village with natural 



harbour. It has now developed into a 
beautiful resort which has retained its 
original charm and sleepy 
atmosphere. 

The promenade meanders along by 
the edge of the sea for several miles, 
passing beautiful blue flag beaches as 
well as rocky shores. 

From the harbour sails a ferry to the 
Island of Fuerteventura which is well 
worth a trip. 

The village of Playa Blanca has a fine 
selection of bistro's and restaurants 
catering for all tastes. The prices are 
reasonable and the quality excellent 
Playa Blanca is not the place if you 
want a riotous time, but is ideal for 
families and those who want to enjoy 
the scenery, the bathing, the walking 
and relaxing generally. 

Bill Wolstenholme and family are a 
small concern offering good quality, 



privately owned affordable family 
villas on a quiet and peaceful 
residential park close to Playa 
Blanca. Their aim is to provide 
tasteful accommodation as a base for 
your holiday on the wonderful island 
of Lanzarote. 

Many clients return time and again to 
enjoy this soothing and safe location. 
It is also ideal for those who have 
retired and wish to spend the Winter 
months in the sun, whilst being able 
to accommodate invited guests who 
may wish to join them for a while. 

If you would like more information, 
have a chat with Bill Wolstenholme 
on 01454 260619. He will be 
delighted to answer your questions 
and provide further details on flights, 
car hire, local sights of interest to 
visit, and special places to eat 
Advertisement Feature 



Word for Life Trust 

The House of Bread, Ross Road, Christchurch, 
(Forest of Dean), Nr. Coleford, Glos 
2 Apr, Teaching with Ministry Day, 
10am - 4.30pm " Overwhelmed by Love " 
(overcoming eating disorders and addictions) 
8-10 Apr, Healing Retreat, 

Friday evening - Sunday afternoon 
"Come, See the beauty of the Lord" 

12 Apr, Teaching with Ministry Day, 
10am - 4.30pm, "Who or What do I need?" 
22-24 Apr, Healing Retreat, 

Friday evening - Sunday afternoon 
"Come Aside and Rest" 

29 Apr, Creative Day 
"Help I Can't Paint" 

30 Apr, Teaching & Ministry Day 
"Prophetic Worship" led by David Hind 
6 May, Quiet Day 
"Jesus, Friend and Saviour " 

7 May, Teaching with Ministry Day, 
"Overcoming Loss 8 Loneliness" 

Prayer Ministry Days - Every Wednesday from 
10.30am, with teaching worship and personal prayer. 
For further details please telephone the 
Word for Life Trust office on: 

01594 837744 or Email: courses@wflt.org 



Work from home at hours 
that suit you! 

Earn extra money! Meet new people! 
Sell Avon and 'you'll be made up'. 

Ring Carol on: 01454 854974 



Christian Connection 



the most popular friendship and dating site 
for UK and Irish Christians 

free ten day trial 

hundreds of people have married! 
express dating and social events too! 



As featured in the Guardian, Telegraph, BBC Radio 
and across the Christian Press 



www.christianconnection.co.uk 
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From Quiet Gardens to Contemplative Fire 



Contemplative Fire is a new project by Philip Roderick to reconstruct language, liturgy, symbol and sacra- 
ment, sponsored by the diocese's Cutting Edge Ministries fund. Its worship gatherings are packed full of peo- 
ple each month. Below Philip explains the project's 'different way of seeing'. 

a great deal of hunger about. 



and an impoverishment of spirit. Spiritual 
hunger and thirst either draws people 
towards depth and spaciousness or plunges 
them into anxiety and rage. I am seeing and 
being privileged to be on the receiving end of 
both in the past seven months. 

Since stepping out in faith last Pentecost 
horn parish ministry into the exhilarating 
but scary work! of a ‘fresh expression of 
church’, I have known the need for wisdom 
and discernment as perhaps never before to 
such an extent. The extraordinary opportu- 
nity afford ed by a personal sponsor and by 
the Oxford Diocese’s Cutting Edge 
Ministries to balance creativity and innova- 
tion with the honouring of our great spiritu- 
al tradition is wonderfully liberating and gen- 
erative. 

Everything emerges and interconnects 
unless we choose to interrupt the flow of 
grace. I believe that God as trinity is clearly 
inviting us all to be bold. For those who love 
and support the inherited model of church 
and for those who are being called out onto 
the edges to travel alongside deliciously sub- 



Philip Roderick and artist E Charlotte Woods in front of one of her paintings, Denial, used at a 
contemplative fire gathering. Photos Frank Blackwell 



versive individuals, niche groups and sub-cul- 
tures, the invitation is clear: give and receive. 

Such refining in the fire of ‘holding the ten- 
sion of the opposites’ in ancient and modem 
has been my experience both in piloting many 
of the most vibrant processes within 
Contemplative Fire while at St Michaels, 
Amersham on the Hill and in the seeding and 
supporting the extraordinary emergence of 
The Quiet Garden Movement as an interna- 
tional ministry of hospitality and prayer 
Contemplative Fire, as it births new cells and 
gatherings in this diocese and other areas, 
seeks to honour and embody such a heady 
admixture of legacy and innovation, ground- 
edness and serial entrepreneurship! 

Belonging 

Contemplative Fire offers to ‘build belonging 
and guide growth’ on the journey into God. 
To that end. Around the Hearth groups, 
meeting in peoples homes in Threes, 
Sevens and Twelves; monthly Gatherings 
for contemplative communion by candle- 
light in simple but expressive venues; bi- 



monthly Pilgrimage to Now/here 
prayer/meditation walks on an estate near 
Henley on Thames. 

Peregnm, or Travelling Companions are 
those who, through a rhythm of life, prayer- 
fully, creatively and financially seek to express 
their longing for depth, openness and gen- 
erosity of spirit in an extended community. 
These will form the core learning community 
for a major new opportunity for spiritual for- 
mation and discipleship which will be open to 
anyone. The Source: Essence and Energy on 
the Way of Christ will take place on the sec- 
ond Saturday of every other month, com- 
mencing in September in Thame Bams 
Centre. This major programme in the experi- 
ence of Christian Spirituality will offer a dif- 
ferent way of seeing, a different way of being 
for many of those who are attracted to the fig- 
ure of Jesus but perhaps not so much to the 
intricacies and idiosyncrasies of the institu- 
tional form erf church. 

For details of Contemplative Fire's events please 
telephone Revd Philip Roderick at 01494 758878 
or email: contemplativefire@btintemet.com 



thank you. 

We spent 
Saturday after- 
noon making 
180 chocolate 
parcels (that’s 
another story), 
so that gifts 
^ were available 
for the congre- 
gation to collect in the middle 



by Em Coley 



VIEW FROM THE 
PARISH 



When I was a 
teacher, I used to 
have an anxiety 
dream that con- 
sisted of turning 
up to a dass with- 
out having pre- 
pared a lesson. 

Now, as a curate, 
my anxiety dream 
predictably involves turning up 
to preach without having writ- 
ten a sermon. I had one of these 
dreams the Saturday before 
Mothering Sunday. Why? Not 
because I hadn’t written my ser- 
mon but because we weren’t 
going to be giving out posies! 

Now, I am aware that for 
some people Mothering Sunday 
is all about giving and receiving 
posies, but 1 am also aware of 
how hard many people find 
Mothering Sunday. Whilst 
doing research into this topic at 
Wydiffe Hall, I encountered 
this, and many other similar 
sentiments: ‘On Mother’s day I 
mourn my mother’s untimely 
death. On Mother’s Day I grieve 
my inability to bear children. 

On Mother’s Day I need the 
comfort, strength and challenge 
of my faith - as well as the com- 
pany of believers. On Mother’s 
Day I will not attend Church.’ 

It seemed to me that the most 
appropriate, and inclusive way 
to celebrate Mothering Sunday 
was to thank those who ‘moth- 
er’ us -a caring role that 
doesn’t depend on gender or on 
being a parent. A great deal erf 
mothering goes on within St 
Mary’s and yet there is not 
always die opportunity to say 



of the service, before presenting 
it as a thank you gift to some- 
one eke. This process I found 
greatly moving. The children 
came up first, followed dosefy 
by a swarm of adults many of 
whom told me as they collect- 
ed the gift who it was for. 
‘These are for my two daugh- 
ters’, Tm giving this to some- 
one who has no children’, ‘I 
want to thank my husband for 
taking care of me’ were just 
some of die comments made. 

From my vantage point at 
the front of church I then 
witnessed lovely encounters 
between various people - peo- 
ple giving and receiving thanks. 
Perhaps the most moving 
exchange happened right at the 
end when a father of two made 
his way to the front of church 
where Mark (the vicar) was 
standing, to give him a gift to 
thank him for the mothering 
Mark does for all of us. At the 
end of the service there was a 
fantastic atmosphere of love, 
support and unity as people, 
regardless of their own personal 
circumstances had been 
affirmed, encouraged and 
thanked. It was a great way to 
celebrate Mothering Sunday. 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL ft FAX: (01865) 722022 
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Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
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GREENS FUNERAL SERVICES 

Established 1866 

A family owned business with five generations 
of experience, offering a personal dignified 
24 hour service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

Funeral Directors Keith Green 
and Ian Green 

21 High Street, 

Eynsham, Oxford 

Tel: 01865 880837 
Fax: 01865 882831 

8 Bridge Street, 

# Witney, Oxford 

& Memorial Showroom 

Tel: 01993 776486 




T know that you are looking 
for Jesus, who was crucified. 
He is not here, for he has 
been raised’ Matthew 28:5 

These words were addressed 
to the sorrowing women who 
had come to the tomb of Jesus 
on Sunday morning. They are 
for Matthew, Mark and Luke 
the absolute heart of the 
story of the resurrection - ‘He 
is not here’. That’s why the 
empty tomb is such an inte- 
gral element in the narrative. 
‘He is not here’ - the angel in 
Luke’s version adds, almost 
as a rebuke, ‘Why do you 
look for the living among the 
dead?’ They had come to 
anoint a corpse, but instead 
they were to celebrate a new 
life. Nothing could more 
powerfully encapsulate the 
Easter message, which echoes 
through the church readings 




by David Winter 



THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 



throughout this month, ‘Not 
here.’ 

And that’s true not only of 
Jesus, but of all who have 
died in faith. We go to the 
graveyard or the crematori- 
um to leave some flowers and 
perhaps say a prayer, but the 
Christian knows that the one 
we remember or grieve for is 
not there. Perhaps the very 
best biblical text for the gate 
of a churchyard would be 



Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism, a 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Message for the 
Millennium (BRF). 



these simple words: ‘He is 
not here. He is risen’. 

I remember reading a book 
by a father whose young son 
had died of an asthma attack. 
He went to the chapel of rest 
to see the boy lying in his cof- 
fin. As he looked at the still 
figure, he felt he was looking 
at a perfect model or sculp- 
ture of his son, but not the 
boy himself. He had ‘gone’ - 
but, the father asked himself, 
‘Gone where?’ Our Christian 
faith is well expressed in St 
Paul’s phrase, ‘to depart and 
be with Christ’ - when we die 
we ‘go’, but not to nowhere 
... and not alone. 

‘He is not here, he is risen’. 
There, in seven words, is the 
heart of the Easter faith, for 
what was true of Jesus is true 
for all those whose faith is in 
the risen Lord. 



Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 




3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax; 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 
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